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WHAT IS ALL? 
The Academy for Lifelong Learning (ALL), established in 2002, is a self-funded, peer-led membership 

organization.  ALL embraces learning as a lifelong process.  As such, members —now numbering more than 

300— support the Academy’s objectives through their participation as students, as presenters, and generally in 

the successful operation of the program. In addition to the ALL Advisory Council, the administrative body, and 

the ALL Curriculum and Facilities Committees, there are several other committees essential to the total effort. 

Your involvement in ALL beyond being a student is welcomed and encouraged.  Please contact any member of 

the Advisory Council, Curriculum or Facilities Committee for additional information.  Get ALL involved!  You 

do not need to be an OSU alumnus or a retiree to be a member of ALL.  Periodic socials (coffee/tea) are 

held throughout the term in the Fireside Room before or after classes for people to visit and share ideas. There 

will be advance announcements of dates and times. Class suggestions are welcome and encouraged.  

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

HOW DO I JOIN?  
Membership in ALL is $100 per year. While you do not have to be affiliated with OSU in any way or be a 

member of the OSU Alumni Association (OSUAA), there is a five-percent reduction in the ALL membership 

fee for those who are members of OSUAA.  You may attend as few or as many classes as you wish for a full 

year beginning the term in which you join. (Additional fees are charged for a few classes to cover books, 

travel, class materials, meals, etc.)  If you attended just two out of every three classes offered, each class would 

cost less than $1 to attend — What A Deal!! 

 HOW DO I CONTACT ALL?  

Address: Academy for Lifelong Learning 

 OSU Alumni Association  

 204 CH2M Hill Alumni Center  

 Corvallis, Oregon 97331-6303  

Phone: 541-737-9405 and leave a message.  We 

will try to return your call within 24 hours.  

E-mail: admin@all-osuaa.org  

Web:   www.ALL-osuaa.org  

 (includes the current class  

descriptions and Registration Form)  

HOW DO I PAY?  
You can pay either by personal check or with a credit card.  Just enter the appropriate information in the 

specified area on the Registration Form (INSERT 1). Your personal information will be handled with care and 

without risk of identity theft or misuse of credit card information.   
 

Please register as soon as possible, preferably before September13th.  Classes with limited enrollments may 

fill quickly.  Having the anticipated class attendance helps with class planning.  Join or register today! 

WHERE ARE THE CLASSES HELD? 

Most ALL classes meet in the Meeting Room of the 

First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ. 

The Church is located at 4515 SW West Hills Road, 

about a mile west of 35th Street.  The Church has ample 

parking behind the building. Headsets for enhanced 

hearing during the classes are available.  Class atten-

dees are asked to turn off (or set to vibrate only) all cell 

phones and pagers during classes. 
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WHAT IS THE CLASS CANCELLATION 
POLICY? 

If weather is questionable, members must evaluate their 

personal risk in attending classes.  It should be noted that 

in icy conditions, the better approach to the Church is 

from 53rd St.  Classes will usually be held unless the 

presenter chooses to cancel.  If a class must be canceled, 

ALL will inform members as soon as possible by sending 

an e-mail notice of cancellation and by placing a 

cancellation message on the ALL telephone message.  

When in doubt, check your email or dial 541-737-9405. 
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Personal Glimpses of Working with/under Seven Nobel Laureates Tuesday, September 28, 9:30 
 

Megha Shyam, HP retiree, had the distinct privilege of working under or with many Nobel Laureates during his student and 

professional career spanning almost 40 years.  In this presentation, he will give the audience a look into their varied 

personalities, work habits, and interactions with their junior colleagues.  He will also share anecdotes about their personal 

lives and their eccentricities that made it fun to work with them.  While meeting with nine, he had the special opportunity to 

interact closely with seven of them.  He will also lay out in simple terms the Nobel Laureates’ contributions in their fields. 

Host: Megha Shyam  
 

The Cost of Conflict: a Personal Journey Tuesday, October 5, 9:30 
 

Cheryl Hatch,  Corvallis Gazette-Times Higher Ed/OSU reporter, covered armed conflict in Liberia, Iraq, Somalia, and 

Eritrea. Through her photographs and video, she will reveal the effects of war on women and children—and on her as a 

journalist.  She’ll discuss the difficult and painful transition to peace for those who live through war and those who cover it.  

And she’ll share the work of her nonprofit Isis Initiative, Inc., which helps send young women from overseas to college.  

An OSU alumna, Hatch is the daughter of a soldier and a former war correspondent.  

Host: Ruth Arent 
 

Memories of a Missionary's Kid:  Internment and Revolution Tuesday, October 12, 9:30 
 

Jim Flory and his parents were caught in the Philippines when the Japanese invaded during WWII.  They spent the duration 

of the war in a civilian internment camp run by the Japanese army.  In this class, Jim Flory will tell the story of how 

ordinary people built a humane community under very difficult conditions. 

Host: Mary Jane Gray 
 

Fire in Oregon—Partnerships Past, Present and Future Tuesday, October 19, 9:30 
 

A comprehensive view of firefighting and emergency response in Oregon.  Philomath Fire and Rescue Chief Tom Phelps 

and Oregon Department of Forestry Supervisor Ted Erdmann will discuss the history of emergency response in Oregon, the 

funding and impact of Oregon's cap and limit measures, and the importance of partnerships to the future of emergency 

preparedness and response. 

Host: Ruth Arent 

1. HUMANITIES FALL 2010 
Tuesdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless otherwise noted in the class listing 

   CLASS THEMES 
NOTE: As announced in the Winter 2010 Schedule of Classes, ALL is recognizing the Nobel prize, the man behind the 

prize, the winners and their contributions with several classes during 2010.  ALL classes dealing with Nobel will be 

marked with the Nobel icon:           
 

FUTURE THEME: Today, it is difficult to not find something on the news 

or in the paper regarding the ever-changing world of communications.   

Technology has moved very quickly in the past few decades bringing us cell 

phones, personal computers, printers, email, Twitter, Facebook, Skype, 

etc.  The list and the impact on society is amazing, but changes in  

communication have occurred before, albeit not as rapidly.  The printing 

press, the telegraph, the telephone, radio, and television have all had similar 

impacts.  ALL has explored some of these current technologies, but the impact 

of changes in communications can be found in the arts, social interactions, 

politics, war, etc.   In 2011 with communications as the underlying theme, 

ALL will be exploring topics dealing with the depth and impact of  

communication on society.  Please give any suggestions for topics to a  

Curriculum Committee Member or via email to ALL@all-osuaa.org.   
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Continued      HUMANITIES 
Tuesdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless otherwise noted in the class listing 

 

Howard Zinn—DVD [You Can't Be Neutral on a Moving Train] and Discussion Tuesday, October 26, 9:30 
 

A discussion will follow a DVD about the amazing life of renowned historian Howard Zinn, whose A People’s History of 

the United States is a modern-day classic.  Zinn, a catalyst for progressive change for 60 years, is described by his friend 

Noam Chomsky as having been ―a model and inspiration for those who seek justice and peace.  His contributions are truly 

incomparable.‖  Cliff Trow, OSU Professor Emeritus of History, will introduce the DVD and lead the following discussion.  

Host: Cliff Trow 
 

Mad As Hell Doctors Tuesday, November 2, 9:30 
 

Mad As Hell Doctors are physicians and other advocates who in August 2009 decided that they were indeed mad as hell 

about the cruel and inefficient system of health care that we have in the U.S.  Last September, as the healthcare debate 

raged in Congress, they embarked on a three-week road trip through the heartland of America, speaking at single-payer 

rallies and town halls in churches and union halls, universities, public parks, and arts centers in 30 towns and cities in 15 

states.  They carried the message of people suffering under our current health care system to our Congress members in 

Washington, D.C.  Since returning, they have continued to press for single-payer health care reform and other changes in 

our health care system that are needed to restore health for Americans individually and as a society.  Dr. Mike Huntington 

will share the story of their journey, and talk about what can be done to create a just health care system. 

Host: Mary Jane Gray 

 

Are We Modern or Post-Modern?  What Does It Matter? Tuesday, November 9, 9:30 
 

Richard Clinton, OSU Professor Emeritus of Political Science, will explore this issue.  The Modern Period of human history 

emerged with Copernicus, Galileo, and Bacon in the 16th century and was given final form by Descartes and Newton in the 

17th century.  What is being called, for want of a better term, Post-Modernism, began almost concurrently with the 20th 

century when Einstein, Heisenberg and Bohr laid the foundations for ―the new physics,‖ although ―the new biology‖ 

ushered in by Darwin is another pillar of Post-Modernism.  What has all this to do with us and our way of life?    

Host: Cliff Trow 
 

Lincoln‟s Dream Tuesday, November 16, 9:30 
 

Discussion of a short but important CD lecture by distinguished Lincoln scholar Allen C. Guelzo will be facilitated by Cliff 

Trow, OSU Professor Emeritus of History, joined by Lincoln students: Tom Wogaman, Norm Seward, and Tom 

McClintock.  Members in attendance will be encouraged to join the discussion of Lincoln’s legacy as savior of the Union, 

emancipator of the slaves, and transformer of the nation.  

Host: Cliff Trow 
 

An Emerging Form of Christianity Tuesday, November 30, 9:30 
 

Marcus Borg, OSU Hundere Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Religion and Culture, will explore with us an emerging 

form of Christianity based upon a historical-metaphorical approach to understanding the wisdom of Biblical scriptures.  

This emerging form of Christianity, he believes, will allow 21st-century Christians to reconcile their deepest spiritual needs 

with modern scholarship while living in a diverse, pluralistic, and interdependent global world. 

Host: Cliff Trow 
 

Experts & Their Minds:  Lessons from the Financial Failure of 2008 Tuesday, December 7, 9:30 
 

In the years prior to the 2008 financial crash, numerous scientists, mathematicians, and engineers developed highly 

sophisticated mathematical models that build upon Nobel Prize-winning theories for the management of  

risk.  Clearly they failed!  What might we learn?  David Bella, OSU Professor Emeritus of Civil Engineering, has studied 

large-scale failures for several decades.  He claims that while the details of the complex failures differ, similar patterns 

emerge.  He will describe some lessons that ought to be learned, but may be overlooked because of the narrow 

specialization of the experts themselves.   

Host: Cliff Trow 
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2. SCIENCE FALL 2010 
Tuesdays, 1:30 - 3:30 PM unless otherwise noted in the class listing 
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Richard Feynman:  Nobel Laureate and Free Spirit  Tuesday, September 28, 1:30 
 

Richard Feynman was a Nobel Laureate in Theoretical Quantum Physics, but, you may be pleased 

to know, we will not talk much about that!  In the first half of the class, Denis Jarvis will review 

the life of this popular scientist, who was also an amateur painter, a safe cracker, a juggler and 

bongo drummer who worked on the atomic bomb, the Space Shuttle Challenger Disaster, and 

Mayan Hieroglyphs.  Feynman was also a great educator and popularizer of science, simply 

dealing with the fundamentals.  In the second half of the class, a video will be shown of the first 

Messenger Lecture given to a general audience at Cornell University in 1964,  Law of Gravitation, an example of 

physical law.  This is an historical BBC film restored by Microsoft and provided over the Internet.  You might 

also learn some physics!  For those who would prefer to watch the other six 55-minute lectures at ALL (rather 

than at home) the following three 2-hour classes have been scheduled. Each lecture is independent of the others.  

Relation of Mathematics and Physics and The Great Conservation Principles (Friday, Oct. 8, 9:30 AM); 

Symmetry in Physical Law and The Distinction of Past and Future (Friday, Oct. 22, 9:30 AM); and The Quantum 

Mechanical View of Nature and Seeking New Law (Thursday, Nov. 4, 9:30 AM). 

Host: Denis Jarvis  
 

20,000 Megabytes Under the Sea—Observing the Ocean from Your Computer Tuesday, October 5, 1:30 
 

The Ocean Observatories Initiative will provide a global network for observing complex ocean 

processes, such as climate variability, ocean circulation, and ocean acidification.  Continuous 

sensor data, through a sophisticated computing network, will be openly available to both 

scientists and public over the internet.  Bob Collier, OSU Professor of Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Sciences, coordinates the development and operation of sites off Oregon and Washington and will tell us about 

the measurement of our ocean environment. 

Host: Denis Jarvis  
 

Feynman Messenger Lectures  2 & 3 [See  Sept. 28th Description]  Friday, October 8, 9:30 
 

Chintimini Wildlife Center Tuesday, October 12, 1:30 
 

The Chintimini Wildlife Center, a non-profit community service organization in Corvallis, provides medical care 

for injured and orphaned wildlife and offers educational programs about our local wildlife. Jeff Picton, Executive 

Director, will give a presentation about Chintimini’s programs and will lead a tour of Chintimini’s facilities, 

including their wildlife rehabilitation clinic, education-center yurt, and wetland teaching area.  Live birds of prey 

will be available for viewing.  Either carpool from the Church meeting at 1:00 PM or go directly to the center 

located at 311 NW Lewisburg Road by 1:30 PM.   This class will be limited to 30 people.  If necessary, a second 

class will be held on Wednesday, Oct. 13 at 1:30 PM. 

Host: Len Maki 
 

Ernest Rutherford and the Discovery of the Atomic Nucleus Tuesday October 19, 1:30 
 

The year 2010 marks the 100th anniversary of the discovery of the atomic nucleus by Nobel Prize 

Laureate Ernest Rutherford.  Ken Krane, OSU Professor Emeritus of Physics, will describe how 

Rutherford arrived at this discovery, how it changed the prevailing 1910 view of the structure of 

atoms, and how it led to the development of nuclear science.   

Host: Len Maki 
 

Feynman Messenger Lectures  4 & 5 [See  Sept. 28th Description]  Friday, October 22, 9:30 
 



 

 

Continued      SCIENCE 
Tuesdays, 1:30 - 3:30 PM unless otherwise noted in the class listing 

 

Waste Reduction & Management: So Many Choices Tuesday, October 26, 1:30 
 

The importance of waste reduction and management to a sustainable environment will be the focus for 

two classes, one this term and a sequel in Winter term.  Julie Jackson, Recycling Specialist for Corvallis 

Allied Waste, leads an interactive discussion on meaningful change—from baby steps to future giant 

leaps, as the company seeks to address the challenge.  You will be amazed at the amount of waste 

generated by all of us, get answers to your questions, and be empowered to do something about this 

issue.  During the Winter term, a team from Allied Waste will address other specialized waste concerns. 

Host: Jean Peters  
 

Explore DNA: Transfer a Gene from Jellyfish to Bacteria Tuesday, November 2, 1:30 
 

Kari van Zee, Program Coordinator for Scientists and Teachers in Education Partnerships (STEP) at OSU, will 

conduct a lab workshop at OSU Crop Science Room 138, plus a follow up in our classroom.  Workshop: After 

introduction to DNA, you will yourself genetically transform bacteria.  Classroom: See the results of your 

experiment and learn more about how scientists use fluorescent proteins in cell biology and medicine.  You will 

use standard lab procedures, but no experience is required.  Limit: first 24 to register for both days.  Car pooling 

will be organized.  Note that the previous two series by Kari were over-subscribed.   

Host: Denis Jarvis      
 

Explore DNA: Transfer a Gene from Jellyfish to Bacteria Wednesday, November 3, 2:30-4:00 
 

Feynman Messenger Lectures  6 & 7[See  Sept. 28th Description] Thursday, November 4, 9:30 
 

Engineers Without Borders, Volunteering to the World Tuesday, November 9, 1:30 
 

We will hear from members of the Oregon State University student chapter of Engineers Without Borders, a volunteer 

humanitarian organization that implements sustainable engineering projects in communities world-wide.  Currently, 

students are working on projects in Kenya, El Salvador, and Corvallis. 

Host: Tim Gordon 
 

CSI Oregon:  The Science of Forensics Tuesday, November 16, 1:30 
 

In today's courtrooms, the concept of Forensic Evidence has become dazzlingly rich with the advance of science and ever 

more sophisticated means of capturing and analyzing facts.  How has investigative work changed?  What is reality and what 

is Hollywood myth?  Lt. Brad Putnam, who oversees the Oregon State Police Forensics Lab in Springfield, will tell us. 

Host: Tim Gordon 
 

The Legacy of Ernest Rutherford Tuesday, November 30, 1:30 
 

Ernest Rutherford received the Nobel Prize in 1908 for his work with radioactive materials.  Ten of his 

students ultimately received Nobel prizes for work he inspired.  Ken Krane, OSU Professor Emeritus of 

Physics, will follow the history of these discoveries and how they impact our lives today, including 

applications of nuclear science in medicine, industry, electrical generation, transportation, materials analysis, 

and popular culture.  

Host: Len Maki 
 

Communicate with your Grandchildren in their Medium Tuesday, December 7, 1:30 
 

Many grandparents are afraid they cannot deal with a home computer, yet want to keep in touch 

with their grandchildren. Denis Jarvis (with 35 years in technical computing and 16 years with a 

personal computer at home) will show that you can. His ―innumerate‖ wife can send emails to 

family and friends, share photographs, initiate cheap phone calls with JAJAH and free video 

calls with SKYPE — and they are still married!  Also, she uses an Internet Browser to find all 

manner of information on news, books, music, films, medical matters, etc.  So can you! 

Host: Denis Jarvis 
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Empathy and the Brain Wednesday, September 29, 9:30 
 

The last couple of decades have seen the relationship between human feelings and activity in the 

brain explained by neuroscientists.  Sarina Rodrigues, a neuroscientist in the Department of 

Psychology at OSU, will discuss this relationship with special attention to the effect of stress on 

the most gracious of human feelings—empathy. 

Host: Colin Brown 
 

Bernard Malamud in Corvallis Wednesday, October 6, 9:30 
 

For a dozen years Bernard Malamud taught classes at OSU and wrote fiction.  In that time he received a National 

Book Award.  He left Corvallis in 1961 and subsequently received another National Book Award and a Pulitzer 

Prize.  Kerry Ahearn, OSU Associate Professor and Chair of the English Department, and Shep Levine, OSU 

Professor Emeritus of Art, will talk about his writings and recall experiences with that distinguished author. 

Host: Colin Brown 
 

From The Cove To The Market—Tracking Trade In Dolphins & Whales Wed. Oct. 13, 9:30 
 

Scott Baker, Associate Director of the Marine Mammal Institute in 

Newport and OSU Professor of Fisheries and Wildlife, was the DNA 

scientist behind the OSCAR® Award-winning documentary The Cove.  

This film exposed the ongoing slaughter and sale of mercury-tainted 

meat from protected dolphins and whales.  Come hear about the film, 

the underlying cultural and financial issues, and the use of DNA 

technology in monitoring trade in wildlife and fisheries. 

Host: Bill Kemper 
 

The Role of the City Manager in a Smaller City Wednesday, October 20, 9:30 
 

The majority of Oregon’s cities operate under a council-manager form of government.  

The city manager is expected to run the daily operations of the city under the general 

direction of an elected city council.  This session will describe the role of a city manager 

in a smaller city.  Every day is a new opportunity to solve a problem or upset a member of 

the public who must interact with city hall.  Randy Kugler, City Manager in Philomath for 

14 years, has had a 28-year career in Oregon municipal government. 

Host: Marvin Gloege 
 

Camp Adair: WW II Cantonment, „Ghost Town‟, Air Force Station  Wednesday, October 27, 9:30 
 

Little remains at Camp Adair that bears witness to its role as one of the largest 

and fastest construction projects in Oregon history.  Four combat divisions 

and some 125,000 soldiers were trained, after which much of the base was 

dismantled nearly as quickly as it was built.  What did this mean for families 

displaced by construction, trainers and soldiers, surrounding communities and 

the war effort?  John Baker — retired educator, business consultant, historian 

and author — tells the story from personal, historical, and interpretive 

perspectives.  Jim Juntunen (Lt. Col., US Air Force, Retired) then describes Cold War air defense activities at 
Adair Air Force Station, located at the hospital area of the old Camp Adair.  He served there from 1963 to 1966.  

Host: Bill Hohenboken 
 

3. ISSUES & IDEAS FALL 2010 
Wednesdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless otherwise noted in the class listing 
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Continued      ISSUES & IDEAS 
Wednesdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless otherwise noted in the class listing 

 

End-of-Life Care: Who Needs It? Wednesday, November 3, 9:30 
 

The answer is ―just about everyone.‖  If not for you, then for someone you care about—a 

spouse, a parent, a friend.  When the time comes, how well will you know what your 

options are?  Join Lucy Noone, Executive Director of Benton Hospice Service, for an 

exploration of end-of-life care options and a screening of Understanding Hospice, a locally 

produced video, which explains the basics and potential benefits of hospice care.  Find out 

if what you know about hospice care is fact or fiction—you might be surprised. Joelle Osterhaus, bereavement 

counselor at Benton Hospice Service, will then explore losses as we age and how to cope:  children leaving town, 

losing a driver’s license, and decreased physical abilities. 

Host: Maxine Eckes 
 

Oregon—A Million More People and Stuck Wednesday, November  10, 9:30 
 

Tony Van Vliet is an OSU Professor Emeritus of  Forestry and holds the Aufderheide and 

Mosser awards for teaching.  During his 35 years of teaching and administrative 

assignments at OSU, he was a  ―Citizen Legislator‖ from 1975 to 1995.  Tony will explain 

the behind-the-scenes workings at the Revenue and Budgeting committees during his 

service of four years and 17 years respectively on these assignments.  The discussion will 

lead to where Oregon is in 2010! 

Host: Marvin Gloege 
 

Hilt, California—Growing Up In A Company Town  Wednesday, November 17, 9:30 
 

Terry Tallis was born and raised in the small company-owned lumber town of Hilt, California 

in the Siskiyou Mountains. One of the archivists of the town, Terry will relate his memories 

of the town and its history.  Based on his own photographs and those he has restored, Terry 

has published two small books and is currently working on two others.  There are some 

interesting stories that have come from the some 70 years of its existence.  

Host: Bill Kemper 
 

Rural Poverty and the Social Safety Net in the United States Wednesday, December 1, 9:30 
 

What is life like for poor Americans in rural areas?  Why do households fall into poverty and have 

difficulty escaping?  Why is it so difficult to reduce poverty, particularly in rural areas?  How 

effective is the social safety net for poor people in the US?  Why is safety-net access harder for 

rural people?  Bruce Weber, OSU Professor of Agricultural and Resource Economics, and former 

co-director of the national Rural Poverty Research Center, has spent most of his professional life 

trying to answer these questions.  In this session, he will share insights from this quest. 

Host: Bill Hohenboken 
 

Perpetua: A Corvallis Entrepreneurial Experience  Wednesday, December 8, 9:30 
 

Perpetua Power Source Technologies, Inc., based in Corvallis, designs, manufactures, 

and markets renewable energy solutions for wireless sensors.  In April 2010, Perpetua 

announced that it was ready to move from product development and ramp up 

manufacturing of its innovative technology.  Come hear the latest on the status of these 

efforts from Nick Fowler, CEO.  Issues around the growth and expansion of a small 

technology company will be explored.  Balancing the needs of venture capitalists and local operations will be 

discussed, as well as some insights into an innovative technology.  

Host: Bill Kemper 



 

 

4. GRAN COLOMBIA [COLOMBIA, VENEZUELA & ECUADOR] FALL 2010 
Thursdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless otherwise noted in the class listing 

 

Gran Colombia:  Ecuador, Colombia, and Venezuela Thursday, September 30, 9:30 
 

Richard Clinton, OSU Professor Emeritus of Political Science, will open this series with an overview of the 

geographical, historical, and political similarities and differences among the three modern countries, formerly the 

single Spanish colony of Gran Colombia.  As a basis for subsequent presentations in the series, he will give brief 

biographical introductions to a few of the major figures who were part of the history of this area. 

Host:  Marie Mingo 
 

Hugo Chavez‟s Oil Politics at Home and Abroad Thursday, October 7, 9:30 
 

Increases in world oil prices in recent years have allowed Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez to 

expand spending on social programs, strengthen commercial ties with other countries, and boost 

his own international profile.   David Bernell, OSU Professor of Political Science, will discuss 

the impact of Venezuela’s oil policies in Latin America and the Caribbean and on the country’s 

relations with the United States. 

Host: Carolyn Wilhelm 
 

Introduction to Colonial Cartagena de Indias, First of a Two-Part Presentation Thursday, Oct. 14, 9:30 
 

Nicole von Germeten,  OSU Associate Professor of History, will provide an overview of the history of Colonial 

Cartagena de Indias, a key city in the ―Old Spanish Main.‖  The walled portions of this Colombian port city are 

now a World Heritage Site.  Nobel Prize winner Gabriel Garcia Marquez lived in the city, drawing on its culture 

in his novels.  Focus in this presentation will be on fundamental institutions such as the port, fortifications, 

military, Catholic Church, and the Tribunal of the Holy Office of the Inquisition, commonly known as the 

Spanish Inquisition.  Social, racial and economic hierarchies will be explored through descriptions of the local 

slave market.  The next week’s presentation will further explore life in the city during the colonial period. 

Host: David Eiseman 
 

Colonial Cartagena de Indias, Second of a Two-Part Presentation Thursday, October 21, 9:30 
 

Continuing from the previous week, Nicole von Germeten will explore the private lives of residents of Cartagena 

by describing judicial cases that came before the local governor and the resident Spanish inquisitors.  These 

include the 1630s Cartagena witch craze, which documents the popularity of love potions and magical practices. 

Host: Marie Mingo 
 

Art and Politics in Colombia, Plus a Personal Perspective  Thursday, October 28, 9:30 
 

A large part of the Colombian arts has been a powerful reflection of life and political events affecting the country. 

Using examples of such art, Luis Medina will attempt to describe and explain the socio-political events behind 

them.  Works of artist Fernando Botero and the music of Juanes and Shakira, the most popular of Colombian 

musicians, will be included, along with examples from cartoons and graffiti.  Luis, himself an artist, born in 

Colombia, will add his own interests and diverse background (from seeds to salsa) to this talk about the lively arts 

in political life. 

Host: Marie Mingo 
 

Colombian Identity Monday, November 1, 9:30 
 

Angela Palacios, OSU instructor of Spanish, will discuss the elements that help define the current perception of 

Colombian citizens in the world and locally.  She will consider international relations, language, music, art, 

literary productions, socio-economic issues, and religion. 

Host:  David Eiseman 
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Continued      GRAN COLOMBIA [COLOMBIA, VENEZUELA & ECUADOR] 
Thursdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless otherwise noted in the class listing 

 

 

Gala Dinner—Tasty Tour of Gran Colombia  Wed., Nov. 10, No Host Bar 5:30PM - Dinner at 6:00PM  
 

 

Living “A Dentro” (In the Rainforest)  of Coastal Ecuador Thursday, November 11, 9:30 
 

From the temperate rainforest of the Pacific Northwest,  we will journey together to the northwest tropical 

rainforest of Ecuador—to a community of 300-strong named Cristobal Colon.  We will investigate local customs, 

traditions and natural resources in a place where papaya grows in your backyard like a weed, new species of 

mushrooms are still being discovered, howler monkeys are heard in the mornings, and the number one cause of 

death is poisonous snake bites.  Former Peace Corps volunteer Gina Pastega Smith will describe her work in 

Ecuador from 2003-2005, assisting with development projects, teaching, and supporting women’s groups—all 

requiring her adaptation to the local culture.  

Host: Marie Mingo 
 

Neo-Tropical Savannas: Fertility Deserts or Agricultural Cornucopia? Thursday, November 18, 9:30  
 

Jim Spain, retired Rockefeller Foundation/CIAT soil scientist with long experience in Colombia and Brazil, will 

describe why 220 million hectares of well-drained tropical grasslands in Colombia, Venezuela and Brazil were 

traditionally viewed as marginally useful for extensive grazing and not much else.  Research in soil management, 

plant selection/breeding, plant protection and on-farm experience coupled with regional development and 

favorable policy environments, have transformed the agricultural landscape of South America in the last half 

century. The savannas are now front and center! 

Host: Carolyn Wilhelm 
 

Perspectives on My Home Country (Ecuador) Monday, November 29, 1:30  
 

Daniel Changkuon, President of the Association of Latin American Students, Oregon State University, will 

introduce us to  life in his home country, Ecuador.  He will describe the traditions and events that influenced his 

upbringing and education.  Daniel will present his aspirations for the future for himself and his country. 

Host:  Marie Mingo 
 

Life in the Andes Mountains: Foodways and Other Customs of the Salasaca Indians Fri., Dec. 10, 9:30  
 

Peter Wogan, Associate Professor of Anthropology at Willamette University, is a cultural anthropologist who has 

done extended fieldwork with the Salasacas, an indigenous group in the Andes Mountains of Ecuador.  In his 

talk, he will discuss what it was like to live with the Salasacas, and then he will focus on a few of their customs, 

such as the Day of the Dead and eating guinea pig. 

Host:  Carolyn Wilhelm 
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Salad:  Mixed Green with Avocado and  

Orange (Colombia) 
  

Main Course: 

 Carne Mechada—slow-roasted beef with 

 tomato and pepper sauce (Venezuela) 

 Roasted Yucca (Ecuador) 

 Stewed Black Beans (Colombia) 

  

Dessert:  Natilla—Coconut Pudding with  

Cinnamon (Colombia) 
 

Beverages: Coffee, tea, and water 
 

No Host Bar: red and white wine, 

beer, assorted soft drinks, and 

nuts  

 

Location: CH2M Hill Alumni  

Center, OSU 

 [Parking on campus: free after 

 5:00 PM] 

 

Cost:   $18.00, including gratuity  

 

Submit Payment with Class  

Registration $ 

GRAN
 C

OLO
M
BIA

 



 

 

 

Praise Song for the Day: Celebrating the Now, Right Now Thursday, September 30, 1:30 
 

Celebrating the Now, Right Now (bring your notebook and favorite pen or pencil as this workshop is 

participatory).  All of us spend a lot of time remembering the past and planning for the future, but we are all 

living in the ―now.‖  Using Elizabeth Alexander’s poem Praise Song for the Day, composed and delivered for the 

inauguration of President Barrack Obama, as a starting place, with poet, Ann Staley, we’ll explore the ways 

writing works to incorporate all of it—past, present, and future.  We’ll read poems and short essays and write to 

celebrate our own lives, the places where we live, and the future we hope for, but will never quite know. 

Host: Erika Schoell 
 

Greening for Grandchildren—Part II Thursday, October 7, 1:30 
 

This field trip will provide detailed knowledge on the many features incorporated in the 

Eagers’ Sustainable Living Demonstration Project. This project, which they and their sons 

planned and constructed, includes their energy-conservative and solar-powered home, plug-

in electric truck conversion, organic vegetable and ornamental gardens, organic orchards, 

and carbon-sequestering mini-forest.  This field trip is primarily planned for those who 

participated in the May 6th presentation, ―Greening for Grandchildren.‖  However, sufficient 

background will be presented during the tour to assure its value for those who did not attend the earlier class.  

The tour will be held at the Eagers’ residence, 3500 NW Glenridge Place, Corvallis. 

Host: Patricia McKinley 
 

Hula—Gentle Dancing for All Ages Thursday, October 14, 1:30 
 

Hula is a gentle form of dance and exercise for women of all ages.  Barbara Landau, the director and 

teacher of the Hula halau (Hula group) Pu'uwai O Ke Kuawa (Heart of the Valley), will lead this 

workshop together with several members of the halau.  She will introduce you to some basic hula 

movements and steps, and you will have a chance to learn one basic dance as well as a little about 

Hawaiian culture and language.  Handouts with some basic Hawaiian vocabulary will be available. 

Host: Erika Schoell 
 

Sailing—or the Most Expensive Way to Take a Third-Class Tour of the World Thurs., Oct. 21, 1:30 
 

In an entertaining program that combines slides, readings, and commentary, sailor and writer 

Gregory Newell Smith presents a look at the realities of extended travel by sailboat.  Smith has 

logged over 50,000 blue-water miles of ocean sailing and is the author of The Solitude of the Open 

Sea (www.seaworthy.com), which was nominated for the 2005 National Outdoor Book of the Year 

Award.  His work has appeared in several national publications, including Ocean Navigator, 

Latitudes and Attitudes, and Cruising World. 

Host: Erika Schoell 
 

The Poems and Anti-Poems of Nicanor Parra Thursday, October 28, 1:30 
 

Monica Oizumi and Clem Starck will read in both Spanish and English the poems (and ―anti-poems‖) of the  

great 20th-century Chilean poet Nicanor Parra.  Parra is a poet of sly humor, outright irreverence, and  

profound originality.  None other than Pablo Neruda has called him ―one of the great names in the history of our 

[Spanish] language.‖  His poems are highly amusing—often quite startling, and sometimes outrageous—

commentaries on every aspect of modern life.  Monica, who is from Bolivia, reads the Spanish original following 

Clem’s reading of the English translation.  Between the poems, they will talk about their mutual admiration for 

Parra and his work. 

Host: Erika Schoel 

5. ARTS FALL 2010 
Thursdays, 1:30 - 3:30 PM unless otherwise noted in the class listing 
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Continued      ARTS 
Thursdays, 1:30 - 3:30 PM unless otherwise noted in the class listing 

 

Pollinated by Poetry: Dispatches from the Garden Thursday, November 4, 1:30 
 

Poet Charles Goodrich will read from his two volumes of poems, 

Insects of South Corvallis, and Going to Seed: Dispatches from 

the Garden, and talk about the crosspollination of science and 

poetry. He’ll also talk about his work as the Program Director for 

the Spring Creek Project for Ideas, Nature, and the Written Word 

at OSU, whose mission is ―to bring together the practical wisdom of the environmental sciences, the clarity of 

philosophical analysis, and the creative, expressive power of the written word to find new ways to understand and 

re-imagine our relation to the natural world.‖ 

Host: Erika Schoel 
 

Haiku for Soc 202 Thursday, November 11, 1:30 
 

Kristin Barker, OSU Associate Professor of Sociology, will provide a brief introduction to the history and 

essence of haiku poetry.  She will also explain how she used haiku in her sociology classes at OSU and talk about 

the resulting publication of Haiku For Sociologists, a collection of poems written by OSU students.  Finally, she 

will offer some instruction so that you can write your own haiku. 

Host: Art Bervin 
 

Beethoven‟s Fifth Symphony:  Struggle to Victory Wednesday, November 17, 1:30 
 

David Eiseman, OSU Professor Emeritus of Music, will explore the startling innovative features of Beethoven’s 

Fifth Symphony (1808), its rhythmic drive, its motivic unity, its psychological progression from start to finish, 

along with its impact on symphonic composition throughout the nineteenth century and beyond. 

Host: Dorothy Louis 
 

Tour of Public Art on OSU Campus at the Valley Library Thursday, November 18, 1:30 
 

Valley Library Northwest Art Collection:  Tour of the highlights of the Valley Library’s 

collection of contemporary northwest art.  The collection includes 120 pieces in various 

media and styles.  We will meet in the Willamette East room on the 3rd floor of the Valley 

Library.  Car pooling from the Church will be organized.  

Host: Erika Schoell 
 

“Every note draws blood:” Writing about Music Thursday, December 2, 1:30 
 

Three local music lovers, one a professional musician, the other two eager listeners, will talk 

about the challenges and rewards of writing about music.  Angela Carlson, senior instructor in 

OSU’s Department of Music, will discuss her role as a professional musician writing for lay 

readers.  Dr. Craig Leman will present a brief history of program notes for concerts and the 

recent expansion of reference resources.  Sandy Ridlington, who produced a chamber music 

newsletter for a number of years, will deal with the lighter side of writing about musicians 

themselves, for example: their nightmares, their spats, and their alternative careers. 

Host: Owen Bentley 
 

Nobel Laureates You Haven‟t Heard of (Maybe)—Part II Thursday, December 9, 1:30 
 

John Hull, retired anesthesiologist, and Charles Dallman, retired English teacher, will review two past Nobel 

laureates in literature.  Though the list of past awardees contains some names familiar to Americans, many 

recipients are known primarily in their home countries or region. 

Host: Art Bervin 
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CLASS SELECTION  YOUR COPY 
FALL 2010 

Before sending in your registration form, take a moment and either make a 

copy of it or use this page to note which classes you  selected.  You will 

then have a record of your expressed intentions.  Exceptional dates and 

times are in Bold print.  If a       symbol is shown, the class/event is not at 

the First Congregational Church.  Please plan transportation accordingly.   

Wednesday, Dec. 1, 9:30-11:30: Rural Poverty 

Wednesday, Nov. 3, 9:30-11:30: What Hospice Has To Offer 

Wednesday, Nov. 10, 9:30-11:30: Oregon– Van Vliet 

Wednesday, Nov. 17, 9:30-11:30: Hilt, CA—Company Town  

Wednesday, Oct. 27, 9:30-11:30: Camp Adair 

Wednesday, Oct. 20, 9:30-11:30: City Manager in a Smaller City 

Wednesday, Dec. 8, 9:30-11:30: Perpetua 

4. Gran Colombia 

Thursday, Sept. 30, 9:30-11:30: Gran Colombia Overview 

Thursday, Oct. 7, 9:30-11:30: Hugo Chavez's Oil Politics   

Thursday, Oct. 21, 9:30-11:30: Colonial Cartagena de Indias II 

Thursday, Oct. 28, 9:30-11:30: Art and Politics Plus  

Thursday, Nov. 11, 9:30-11:30: Living In the Rainforest   

Monday, Nov. 1, 9:30-11:30: Colombian Identity 

Thursday, Nov. 18, 9:30-11:30: Neo-Tropical Savannas 

Monday, Nov. 29, 1:30-3:30: Perspectives on Ecuador 

Friday, Dec. 10, 9:30-11:30: Life in the Andes Mountains 

Wednesday, Nov. 10, 5:30PM: Gala Dinner  $ 

Thursday, Oct. 14, 9:30-11:30: Colonial Cartagena de Indias I 

3. Issues & Ideas 

Wednesday, Sept. 29, 9:30-11:30: Empathy and the Brain 

Wednesday, Oct. 13, 9:30-11:30: The Cove  

Wednesday, Oct. 6, 9:30-11:30: Bernard Malamud  

1. Humanities 

Tuesday, Sept. 28, 9:30-11:30: Nobel Laureate Glimpses 

Tuesday, Oct. 5, 9:30-11:30: The Cost of Conflict 

Tuesday, Oct. 26, 9:30-11:30: Howard Zinn  

Tuesday, Nov. 9, 9:30-11:30: Modern or Post-Modern 

Tuesday, Nov. 2, 9:30-11:30: Mad As Hell Doctors 

Tuesday, Nov. 30, 9:30-11:30: Emerging Christianity 

Tuesday, Nov. 16, 9:30-11:30: Lincoln's Dream 

Tuesday, Dec. 7, 9:30-11:30: Financial Failure of 2008 

Tuesday, Oct. 19, 9:30-11:30: Fire in Oregon 

Tuesday, Oct. 12, 9:30-11:30: Missionary's Kid Memories 

Tuesday, Nov. 9, 1:30-3:30: Engineers Without Borders 

2. Science 

Tuesday, Oct. 5, 1:30-3:30:  Computer  Ocean Observing 

Tuesday, Oct. 19, 1:30-3:30: Ernest Rutherford  

Friday, Oct. 22, 9:30-11:30: Feynman Messenger 4&5 

Tuesday, Oct. 26, 1:30-3:30: Waste Reduction & 

Management 

Thurs., Nov. 4, 9:30-11:30: Feynman Messenger 6&7 

     

Wednesday, Nov. 3, 2:30-4:00: Explore DNA Results  

Friday, Oct. 8, 9:30-11:30: Feynman Messenger 2&3 

Tuesday, Nov. 2, 1:30-3:30: Explore DNA 

Tuesday, Sept. 28, 1:30-3:30:  Richard Feynman 

Tuesday, Nov. 16, 1:30-3:30: Oregon CSI: Forensics 

Tuesday, Nov. 30, 1:30-3:30: Legacy of Rutherford 

Tuesday, Dec. 7, 1:30-3:30: Grandchildren Communication 

Tuesday, Oct. 12, 1:30-3:30: Chintimini Wildlife  

Thursday, Dec. 2, 1:30-3:30: Writing about Music 

5. Arts 

Thursday, Nov. 18, 1:30-3:30: Public Art at the Valley Library 

Thursday, Dec. 9, 1:30-3:30: Nobel Laureates—Who II 

Thursday, Oct. 21, 1:30-3:30: Sailing—Tour of the World 

Thursday, Sept. 30, 1:30-3:30: Celebrating the Now, Right Now 

Thursday, Oct. 14, 1:30-3:30: Hula 

Thursday, Nov. 4, 1:30-3:30: Pollinated by Poetry 

Thursday, Nov. 11, 1:30-3:30: Haiku for Soc 202 

Thursday, Oct. 28, 1:30-3:30: Nicanor Parra 

Thursday, Oct. 7, 1:30-3:30: Greening for Grandchildren 

Wednesday, Nov. 17, 1:30-3:30: Beethoven 



 

 

FALL 2010 CALENDAR  
WEDNESDAY 
AM Issues & IdeasGermany 

THURSDAY 
AM Gran Columbia 
PM Arts 

TUESDAY 
AM Humanities 
PM Science 

MONDAY/FRIDAY 

Exceptional dates and times are in Bold print.   

September 28 
    9:30-11:30 Nobel Laureate 

Glimpses 

1:30-3:30 Richard Feynman   

September 29 
9:30-11:30 Empathy and the Brain 

 

 

September 30 
9:30-11:30 Gran Colombia  

Overview 

1:30-3:30 Celebrating the Now, 

Right Now 

 

October 5 
9:30-11:30 The Cost of Conflict 

 

1:30-3:30 Computer  Ocean  

Observing 

October 6 
9:30-11:30 Bernard Malamud  

 

October  7 
9:30-11:30 Hugo Chavez's Oil 

Politics  

1:30-3:30 Greening for  

Grandchildren    

FRIDAY Oct. 8 
9:30 - 11:30 Feynman  

Messenger 2&3 

October  12 
9:30-11:30 Missionary's Kid 

Memories 

1:30-3:30 Chintimini  

Wildlife  

October 13 
9:30-11:30 The Cove  

   

 

October 14 
9:30-11:30 Colonial Cartagena de 

Indias I 

1:30-3:30 Hula 

 

October 19 
9:30-11:30 Fire in Oregon 

 

1:30-3:30 Ernest Rutherford  

October  20 
9:30-11:30 City Manager in a 

Smaller City 

October  21 
9:30-11:30 Colonial Cartagena de 

Indias II 

1:30-3:30 Sailing—Tour of the 

World 

FRIDAY Oct. 22 

9:30-11:30 Feynman  

Messenger 4&5 

October  26 
9:30-11:30 Howard Zinn  

 

1:30-3:30 Waste Reduction & 

Management 

October  27 
9:30-11:30 Camp Adair 

October  28 
9:30-11:30 Art and Politics Plus  

 

1:30-3:30 Nicanor Parra 

MONDAY Nov. 1 
9:30 - 11:30 Colombian 

Identity 

November 2 
9:30-11:30 Mad As Hell Doctors 

 

1:30-3:30 Explore DNA 

November 3 
9:30-11:30 What Hospice Has To 

Offer 

2:30-4:00 Explore DNA Results  

November 4 
9:30-11:30 Feynman Messenger 

6&7 

1:30-3:30 Pollinated by Poetry 

 

November 9 
9:30-11:30 Modern or Post-

Modern 

1:30-3:30 Engineers Without 

Borders 

November 10 

9:30-11:30 Oregon—Van Vliet 

 

5:30 PM: Gala Dinner [OSU] 

$  

November 11 
9:30-11:30 Living In the  

Rainforest  

1:30-3:30 Haiku for Soc 202 

 

November 16 
9:30-11:30 Lincoln's Dream 

 

1:30-3:30 Oregon CSI: Forensics 

November 17 

9:30-11:30 Hilt, CA—Company 

Town  

1:30-3:30 Beethoven 

November 18 
   9:30-11:30 Neo-Tropical  

Savannas 

1:30-3:30 Public Art at the Valley 

Library 

MONDAY Nov. 29 
1:30-3:30 Perspectives on 

Ecuador 

November 30 
9:30-11:30 Emerging Christianity 

 

1:30-3:30 Legacy of  

Rutherford 

December 1 

9:30-11:30 Rural Poverty 

 

 

December  2 
 

 

1:30-3:30 Writing about Music 

 

December  7 
9:30-11:30 Financial Failure of 

2008 

1:30-3:30 Grandchildren  

Communication 

December  8 

9:30-11:30 Perpetua 

 

 

December  9 
 

 

1:30-3:30: Nobel Laureates— 

Who II 

FRIDAY Dec. 10 
9:30-11:30 Life in the Andes 

Mountains 

15 



 

 

NON-PROFIT ORG 

US Postage 

PAID 
Corvallis, OR 

Permit No. 200 

OSU Alumni Association 
Oregon State University 
204 CH2M Hill Alumni Center 
Corvallis, Oregon 97331-6303 

FALL 2010 
CLASSES BEGIN SEPTEMBER 28 

www.ALL-osuaa.org  

A Program of the OSU Alumni Association 

Learning - Enrichment - Socializing 


