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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
WHAT IS ALL?
The Academy for Lifelong Learning (ALL), a program of the Oregon State Alumni Association, was established in 2002.
You do not need to be an OSU retiree or an alumnus to be a member of ALL. ALL is a self-funded, peer-led
membership organization. ALL embraces learning as a lifelong process. As such, members—now numbering more than
300—support the Academy’s objectives through their participation as students, as presenters, and generally in the
successful operation of the program. In addition to the ALL Advisory Council, the administrative body, and the ALL
Curriculum and Facilities Committees, there are several other committees essential to the total effort. Your involvement in
ALL beyond being a student is welcomed and encouraged. Please contact any member of the Advisory Council,
Curriculum, or Facilities Committee for additional information. Get ALL involved! Periodic socials (coffee/tea) are held
throughout the term in the Fireside Room before or after classes for people to visit and share ideas. There will be advance
announcements of dates and times.
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Most ALL classes meet in the Meeting Hall of the First
Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, 4515 SW West
Hills Rd. From east, go about .1 mile west of 35th St. &
Western, take a slight right off of Western onto West Hills, go .4
miles; the Church is located on right. From west on Philomath Blvd.,
turn left onto 53rd St., go .4 miles north, take right on West Hills,
go .5 miles; the Church is located on left. The Church has
ample parking behind the building. Headsets for enhanced hearing
during the classes are available. Class attendees are asked to turn off
(or set to vibrate only) all cell phones and pagers during classes.
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HOW DO I JOIN?
Membership in ALL is $100 per year. While you do not have to be affiliated with OSU in any way, we encourage you to
join the Oregon State Alumni Association (OSUAA). There is a five-percent discount in the ALL membership fee for
those who are members of OSUAA. There are some excellent benefits for being a member as well; please check
www.osualum.com under the benefits section for a full listing. You may attend as few or as many classes as you wish for
a full year beginning with the term in which you join. (Additional fees are charged for a few classes to cover books, travel,
class materials, meals, etc.) If you attended just two out of every three classes offered, each class would cost less than
$1 to attend—What A Deal!!

HOW DO I PAY?
You may pay either by personal check or with a credit card. Just enter the appropriate information in the specified area on
the Registration Form (INSERT 1). Your personal information will be handled with care and without risk of identity theft
or misuse of credit card information.
Please register as soon as possible, preferably before December 13th. Having the anticipated class attendance helps
with class planning. Join or register today!

WHAT IS THE CLASS CANCELLATION
POLICY?
If weather is questionable, members must evaluate their
personal risk in attending classes. It should be noted that in icy
conditions, the better approach to the Church is from 53rd St.
Classes will usually be held unless the presenter chooses to
cancel. If a class must be canceled, ALL will inform members
as soon as possible by sending an e-mail notice of cancellation
and by placing a cancellation notice on the ALL telephone
message. When in doubt, check your email or phone
541-737-9405.

HOW DO I CONTACT ALL?
Address: Academy for Lifelong Learning
OSU Alumni Association
204 CH2M Hill Alumni Center
Corvallis, Oregon 97331-6303
Phone: 541-737-9405 and leave a message. We will
try to return your call the next business day.
E-mail: admin@all-osuaa.org
Web:
www.ALL-osuaa.org
(includes the current class
descriptions and Registration Form)
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ALL CLASS DISCLAIMER: In offering classes, ALL attempts to provide classes that are of interest to a wide
cross-section of ALL members. As such, there may be classes that are offered that are of no interest to some members
or even controversial. ALL and OSUAA do not endorse positions presented by speakers in ALL classes. We are
honored to be able to provide this opportunity for education and civil discourse and welcome all points of view.
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1. HUMANITIES

WINTER 2014

Tuesdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless date & time underlined.

Theme classes are designated with the

Fort Rock Revisited

icon.

Tuesday, January 7, 9:30
When Emery Castle, OSU economist and academic leader, first came to OSU in 1954, he agreed
to do an economic analysis of farming in the Fort Rock-Christmas Lake areas of South Central
Oregon. His resulting publication became the subject of a lawsuit brought against OSU to
prevent its publication. His presentation will compare the findings of this controversial study
with actual developments in that area and will conclude with general lessons that can be learned
from the study of places such as Fort Rock-Christmas Lake.
Host: Cliff Trow

What’ll You Do When You Can’t Do It Yourself?

Tuesday, January 14, 9:30

When you’re too old, disabled, or impaired to do the everyday things in life, where will you go? Probably to assisted
living, a nursing home, or an adult foster home. If things go askew for you and you need to complain to set things right,
you’ll contact an ombudsman. Mary Jaeger is the Governor-appointed Director of the Office of Long-Term Care
Ombudsman and supervises the hundreds of volunteers throughout Oregon. Mary will tell us the conditions that exist in
some of Oregon’s facilities that care for the aged.
Host: Dick Weinman
A Window into the Social and Political Impact in the Daily Life in India

Tuesday, January 21, 9:30

Megha Shyam grew up in India in the 40s and 50s and came to the U.S. in 1961 to study Engineering at
Stanford University. He will present his personal observations formulated during a recent visit to India. India
is a complex and vast country comprising over 25 official languages, almost every religion in the world, and a
parliamentary system of government with no one major party in complete control. As such, many forces
make their mark in the governance of the country. He will present the societal impact on issues of disability,
women, media, holiday celebrations, sacred places, religious and racial conflicts, and court systems. The
presentation will be supplemented with recent editions of newspapers in English and one other language.
Host: Megha Shyam
Are You Ready For LTC?

Tuesday, January 28, 9:30

As elders, Long Term Care will affect all of us, if it doesn’t already. A radical change in the current culture of aging for
those in - or soon to be in - assisted living facilities, memory centers, or nursing homes is urged by Lynda Crandall, an
advocate for elder care that is consumer, person-driven rather than institution-provider driven. A geriatric nursepractitioner for 30 years, formerly with the Oregon Department of Human Services, Lynda is now Executive Director of
the Pioneer Network, a national activist organization advocating culture change for elders. You’ll learn the traditional
care and support, what is being done to change it, and what you can do.
Host: Dick Weinman
One Nation Underfed

Tuesday, February 4, 9:30

Cliff Trow, OSU Professor Emeritus of History, will lead a discussion of the documentary, A Place at the Table: One
Nation Underfed. The DVD will examine the plight of 50 million Americans—one in four children who do not know
where their next meal is coming from. The film will show how the issue of hunger could be solved forever, if and when
the American public decides that ending hunger is in the best interest of everyone.
Host: Cliff Trow
Today’s Students: Different or Worse?

Tuesday, February 11, 9:30

Traffic is clogged. Restaurants are full. Coffee shops are jammed and noisy, students claiming tables for their laptops. A
texting cyclist, lost in her iPod, cuts in front of your car. What’s with these students? I wasn’t like that. We’ll see: Larry
Roper, soon to retire as Vice Provost of Student Affairs, internationally sought after for his policies and innovations,
reveals his assessment of today’s undergraduates: the sex and drinking, student government, community affairs, research,
and varsity athletics—the heterogeneous mix that constitutes today’s OSU and national undergraduate student community.
Host: Dick Weinman
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Winter 2014

Continued

HUMANITIES

Tuesdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless date & time underlined
My Experiences With Our Country’s Apple Growing Industry

Tuesday, February 18, 9:30

Robert Stebbins, OSU Professor Emeritus of Horticulture, will present a history of apple growing
in the U.S. and will describe his own apple growing in Corvallis. He will invite us to taste and
evaluate various kinds of apples. He plans to distribute slices of variety “a” and variety “b,” for
participants to taste. The audience will be invited to choose which they prefer. He will tell about
both the production and marketing at the orchard in Corvallis, founded by him and his wife,
Monine. This will include disease and insect control, thinning, pruning, picking times, and
storage. He will explain why they did not follow “organic” protocol.
Host: Megha Shyam
Aging in Place: Organizing for Home Safety, Equipment to Make It Easier.

Tuesday, February 25, 9:30

It’s about ability, not dis-ability. Sometimes a fresh look and using safety tips for organizing one’s home can create
awareness and prevent accidents at home. Focus will be on home entry, bathrooms, kitchens, and bedrooms, as well as
assistive devices that make life easier, whether you are able-bodied or have challenges. Useful devices and equipment will
be demonstrated, based on Bonnie (“I love gadgets that make life easier”) Napier’s career as an occupational therapist.
Host: Bonnie Napier
Judy Collins: From Both Sides Now—Reflections on Illusion and Reality

Tuesday, March 4, 9:30

Reflecting on the significant events of his life and the events of others he has known intimately, retired psychotherapist, Jim
Gau, Ph.D., addresses the question of human development. Retirement gives us the time to reflect on our lives and how we
got to where we are. While there may have been a consistency in our lives, some things we thought were unchangeable,
changed. This presentation will discuss our illusions and disillusions and how they led to our growth and maturity. A
small panel will respond to Jim’s presentation followed by a lively discussion with class participants.
Host: Cathy Cooper
The Academy and Cold War Politics: Oregon State College and the Ralph Spitzer Case

Tuesday, March 11, 9:30

William Robbins, OSU Distinguished Professor Emeritus of History, describes a situation at Oregon State College during
the early Cold War in which the college administration did not renew the contracts of two faculty members because of their
perceived political views and involvement. Robbins also assesses the impact of the college’s action on academic freedom
as conceived at the time and discusses its ramifications over time for the wider academic community.
Host: Cliff Trow

ALL Scholarship and Membership Assistance Fund
Beginning with the 2013-14 year, the Academy for Lifelong Learning initiated a second of two programs, both funded
entirely by voluntary donations from ALL members.


A new ALL Scholarship Fund will award one or two $1,000 scholarships to undergraduate OSU students who exhibit
financial need and who are working toward a career that will promote life-long learning opportunities. One scholarship
has already been funded. A second scholarship is within reach!



The Membership Assistance Fund (already in existence) provides a limited number of grants to ALL members who
need financial assistance to pay their annual membership dues.

Share your love of learning with others by including a donation to one or both funds in the appropriate spot on the Class
Registration form. Donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.
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2. SCIENCE

WINTER 2014

Tuesdays, 1:30 - 3:30 PM unless date & time underlined.

Theme classes are designated with the

Developing Antivirals for Emerging Diseases & Biodefense

icon.

Tuesday, January 7, 1:30

Whether delivered by a terrorist or Mother Nature, if a pathogenic virus is introduced into an
unsuspecting and unprepared population the consequences can be catastrophic. Dennis Hruby, OSU
Professor of Microbiology and Chief Scientific Officer of SIGA Technologies, will present SIGA’s novel
approaches to identify small-molecule therapeutics that can prevent or treat viral infections focusing on
biothreat agents for which there are no adequate countermeasures. As examples, he will focus on efforts
to develop drugs to treat smallpox (biodefense) and dengue (emerging disease).
Host: Ron Coffey
Radiation Risk and Regulations—Lessons from Fukushima and Elsewhere

Tuesday, January 14, 1:30

Kathryn Higley, OSU Department Head and Professor of Nuclear Engineering and Radiation Health
Physics, will present the state of the science regarding health risks associated with exposure to low
levels of radiation. She will compare the observed health effects with the regulatory guidelines for
radiation exposure. She will discuss the consequences of current standards in the context of the
accident in Fukushima and the forced exclusion of the population near the damaged plants. She will
share her personal observations from her trip to Japan where she toured the Fukushima Daiichi site.
Host: Len Maki
The Global Water Situation: Crisis AND Opportunity

Tuesday, January 21, 1:30

Many have become immune to issues surrounding access to and use of freshwater on a global scale—but from distinct
perspectives. There are those who accept that we have a crisis, but cannot process any more data on its severity. A second,
rather large, constituency doubts whether a crisis exists at all. Rich Meganck, International Program Leader of the OSU
Institute for Water and Watersheds, will provide an overview of the global status of our most precious resource and engage
with the audience as to the major issues we face and perhaps, with some luck, outline concepts of how to move forward.
Host: Ed Heath
Oregon Climate: Past, Present, and Future

Tuesday, January 28, 1:30

George Taylor, Certified Consulting Meteorologist, is the founder of Applied Climate Services, a company that specializes
in Probable Maximum Precipitation studies and storm analyses. Taylor will take a look back at the Oregon weather over
the past hundred years and describe the variations in precipitation, snowfall, temperature, and other parameters. He will
discuss the effects of natural phenomena and speculate on the effects of human activities on local, regional, and global
climate.
Host: Len Maki
NO CLASS—Science Strand Discussion

Tuesday, February 4, 1:30

The members of the Science Strand will meet with interested individuals to discuss future ALL science classes. All
suggestions regarding possible speakers or topics will be appreciated.
Host: Len Maki
Colony Collapse Disorder and Current Challenges Facing Honey Bees

Tuesday, February 11, 1:30

Honey bee hives are threatened by a number of factors. Ramesh Sagili, OSU Assistant Professor of
Horticulture, will discuss the current challenges faced by honey bees and the beekeeping industry. He’ll
explain the enormous contributions made by honey bees to our economy and cover some known causes
of honey bee colony declines, such as pests and diseases, malnutrition, and pesticides. Sagili also
present steps that communities, growers, and backyard beekeepers can take to improve honey bee
health, such as planting bee-friendly plants.
Host: Tom Savage
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Winter 2014

Continued

SCIENCE

Tuesdays, 1:30 - 3:30 PM unless date & time underlined
The World Until Yesterday

Tuesday, February 18, 1:30

Court Smith, OSU Professor Emeritus of Anthropology, will discuss the book The World Until Yesterday by Jared
Diamond. In the book, Diamond describes the advantages and disadvantages of “modern and traditional worlds”—for
example: ways of dividing space, approaches to health-promoting lifestyles for controlling diseases, and ideas on better
lives for the elderly. The class will elaborate on the book’s ideas based on Smith’s personal experiences. Class questions
and discussion will be encouraged.
Host: Len Maki
What is the World Made Of? Part 2—The Formation of the Chemical Elements

Tuesday, February 25, 1:30

At the end of the early era of cosmic evolution (the Big Bang), the universe consisted of only hydrogen and
helium. How were the other chemical elements produced? Why are some elements very common on Earth and
others very rare? To answer these questions, Ken Krane, ALL member and OSU Emeritus Professor of Physics,
will describe how the elements are forged in the interiors of stars, some slowly over the billion-year lifetime of
the star, and others explosively in the final instants of the star’s life. The talk will also discuss current research to
produce new heavy elements not found in nature.
Host: Bill Wickes
The Education and Training of a Veterinarian—OSU’s College of Veterinary Medicine

Tuesday, March 4, 1:30

Veterinarians receive training in all facets of medicine and surgery similar to physicians. A major difference
is that veterinarians need to have knowledge and expertise in medicine and surgery of a wide variety of
animal species. Sue Tornquist, Interim Dean of the OSU College of Veterinary Medicine, will discuss how
they identify the undergraduate students who are best qualified to become veterinarians and what happens in
the four years of intense education and training they undergo before they receive their DVM.
Host: Tom Savage
The New Normal: Wildlife Plagues and Accelerating Science Paradigms

Tuesday, March 11, 1:30

Wildlife diseases are on the rise, with people being directly involved in their spread. Although multi-species pathogens are
rare, novel multi-host diseases are emerging in amphibians, reptiles, and mammals. Human recreation, trade, and our
manipulation of natural resources can spread these diseases. Deana Olson, Supervisory Research Ecologist of the U.S.
Forest Service, will describe the rapid acceleration of a new science, which is underway to forestall these threats, with work
on bats and amphibians leading the charge.
Host: Len Maki

2014 CLASS THEME: DISABILITIES, HIDDEN & VISIBLE
Over the past few years, many ALL classes have explored topics within a common theme. Past themes have been
communications, living on a crowded planet, and healthy living. With the Winter Term 2014, ALL has adopted the theme
of Disabilities, Hidden and Visible: Living in a World of Individuals with Diverse Abilities. Classes with a focus on
disabilities may include aspects of physical, developmental, intellectual, sensory, mental, or emotional disabilities. A
person may have a disability from birth or it may occur at any time during a person’s life. Important to the discussion will
be living well with disabilities as well as recognizing a person’s abilities not their disabilities. Classes that cover topics in
this theme will be designated by the
icon.
ALL welcomes feedback on the adoption of past and future themes. Please give any suggestions for topics for this theme
or future themes to a Curriculum Committee member or via email to: admin@all-osuaa.org. Class suggestions or the
names of possible presenters are welcome. Having the name of a possible presenter is greatly appreciated.
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3. ISSUES & IDEAS

WINTER 2014

Wednesdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless date & time underlined. Theme classes are designated with the
Inspiring Older Americans to Safeguard Opportunities for Future Generations

icon.

Wed., January 8, 9:30

Americans over 50 are stewards of our nation. Their leadership is critical to help younger generations develop
the capacity to overcome tomorrow’s greatest challenges. Ward Greene and Steve Higgs of Senior Advocates for
Generational Equity (SAGE) will discuss socio-economic and environmental challenges facing younger and
future generations and the actions SAGE is taking to inspire people to address them. They will then facilitate a
discussion of strategies to engage older Americans to safeguard opportunities for coming generations.
Host: Bill Hohenboken
Gender Fluidity: Thinking Outside the M or F Box

Wednesday, January 15, 9:30

Many people take gender as a given: you’re clearly a boy or a girl, a man or a woman. Not so,
however, for transgender, intersex, gender queer, and gender non-conforming individuals. Such
groups face numerous challenges in a society that does not recognize fluidity of gender. Brenda
McComb, Dean of the Graduate School at OSU, will discuss biological, social, and medical
aspects of gender non-conformity, describe discrimination experienced by such groups, and
encourage discussion of social changes necessary to reduce transphobia in our society.
Host: Bill Hohenboken
Today’s Master Narratives & Global Climate Change

Wednesday, January 22, 9:30

The ongoing debate about global climate change has been influenced by distrust in the master narratives that have
been put forth to explain the science. A master narrative is a common, story-telling formula where one uses
tales, based on actual experience and common expectations about how things work. We grow so accepting of the
narrative that we cannot see other possibilities. David Bella, OSU Professor Emeritus of Civil Engineering,
Court Smith, OSU Professor Emeritus of Anthropology, and Charles Vars, OSU Professor Emeritus of
Economics, will present three classes on master narratives and global climate change. [The third class will be
held in Spring 2014.] This class will discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the current master narratives being
put forth in the global climate change debate.
Host: Bill Kemper
Reframing Global Climate Change Master Narratives

Wednesday, January 29, 9:30

In the second class on master narratives and global climate change, David Bella, OSU Professor Emeritus of
Civil Engineering, Court Smith, OSU Professor Emeritus of Anthropology, and Charles Vars, OSU Professor
Emeritus of Economics, will reframe the current master narratives to include updated research and experiences.
Their goal is to put forth master narratives on global climate change that can be trusted. The third class in this
series in Spring 2014 will provide an opportunity for participants to respond to the materials and thoughts offered
in the first two classes.
Host: Bill Kemper
Radical Optimism: Hope for Human Well-being from Scientists and Sages

Wed., February 5, 9:30

In an intriguing interactive session, explore methods of sustaining psychological, physical, and spiritual
wholeness, based on 21st-century science with a sprinkling of ancient wisdom traditions, especially Tibetan
Buddhism. Winston McCullough, who teaches psychology and religion at OSU and has led more than 1,000
adult education workshop sessions and retreats in a variety of settings, will be our guide.
Host: Judy Ringle
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Winter 2014

Continued

ISSUES & IDEAS

Wednesdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless date & time underlined
Private Information Collection and Constitutional Rights

Wednesday, February 12, 9:30

Modern surveillance technology was completely unknown when the Founding Fathers wrote the
Bill of Rights. We often look to the Fourth Amendment and the Due Process clause to justify a
constitutional protection for our privacy. The validity of this claim, as well as the scope of the
constitutional protection of privacy, is questionable. Rorie Spill-Solberg, OSU Associate Professor
of Political Science, will address the issue of how well the Constitution may protect us in an age of
private, corporate, and government information collection.
Host: John Wolcott
Closing the Opportunity Gap—1:World (iPads for All)

Wednesday, February 19, 9:30

1:World is about implementing the most effective instructional tools to connect
Corvallis students to their own learning. It’s not about the device. The goals of
1:World include closing the opportunity gap and a focus and emphasis on
21st-century learning skills. Erin Prince, Superintendent of Corvallis Schools,
and Bill Kemper, Corvallis School Board Member, will describe this innovative program covering its current
status, plans, successes, challenges, and any questions that you might have.
Host: Bill Kemper
The Wounds of War: Healing and Post-traumatic Stress Disorder

Wednesday, February 26, 9:30

War profoundly affects veterans, families, and society. Mike De Maio, retired trauma specialist social worker,
will address the drastic changes, responses, and reactions of war veterans. A combat Marine in Vietnam for a
year, Mike knows firsthand the cost of war. He and his wife Ruth will show how we can support our vets. For
war veterans or significant others there will be information on available help. It takes as much courage and
commitment to heal as to walk into the crucible that is war.
Host: Judy Ringle
Environmental Racism

Wed., March 12, 9:30

Environmental racism is the unequal impact of environmental harm to
communities of color (African Americans, Latinos, Asian Americans, and
American Indians). Natchee Barnd, OSU Assistant Professor of Ethnic Studies,
will present empirical evidence of its widespread existence, and the efforts to
achieve environmental justice. We will learn the causes and consequences of
environmental injustice, focusing on the United States, but addressing
transnational issues as well as social justice, public access, open space,
indigeneity, food, and the media.
Host: Judy Ringle
Life After Menopause

Thursday, March 13, 1:30

Writer, humorist, psychotherapist, and former Corvallis Gazette-Times columnist, Peg Mayo, 84,
will discuss the freedom, pleasures, and privileges of maturity. Her friend and “younger
brother,” Blodgett artist, Earl Newman, 83, will share a man’s perspective. There will be an
opportunity for the audience to participate in the discussion.
Host: John Wolcott
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4. WEST AFRICA
Thursdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless date & time underlined.

WINTER 2014
Theme classes are designated with the

Joliba to Goodluck Jonathan: Creating a Geography of West Africa

icon.

Thursday, January 9, 9:30

Biophysical processes like climate and geomorphology, population clusters and movements, culture, politics, and
economy all contribute to the formation of regions. Larry Becker, OSU Professor of Geography, examines how a
variety of natural and human influences contribute to make the distinct spatial patterns of West Africa, helping us
gain a sense of place for the area extending from Dakar and Abidjan to Lake Chad and Lagos.
Host: Rich Wittrup
West Africa’s Glorious Past: A Brief Overview

Thursday, January 16, 9:30

Steven Rubert, OSU Associate Professor of History, will explore the extent of the ancient empires of Ghana,
Mali, and Sohnghai which governed vast areas of the interior Sudanic zone of West Africa for over 700 years.
This was a period when Europe was plagued by medieval conflicts between comparatively small kingdoms. He
will also discuss the participation of African states in the Atlantic trade of the 17th to 19th centuries, as well as
several positive sociopolitical developments in contemporary West Africa.
Host: David Eiseman
Traces of the Trade

Thursday, January 23, 9:30

ALL Member, Renate Schuller, will lead a discussion following the viewing of the 86-minute documentary,
Traces of the Trade. This movie is serving as a catalyst for education, dialogue, and action after airing in 2008
on the PBS series, POV. Filmmaker, Katrina Browne, makes a troubling discovery that her New England
ancestors were the largest slave-trading family in U.S. history. She and nine fellow descendants set off to retrace
the Triangle Trade from their old hometown in Rhode Island to slave forts in Ghana.
Host: Renate Schuller
The Republic of Cameroon: Africa in Miniature

Thursday, January 30, 9:30

Stephen Koghan Ndzeidze, OSU Postdoctoral Fellow in Rangeland Ecology and Management,
will give a presentation on Cameroon. The history, geology, ecology, and cultural diversity will
be discussed. The country is often referred to as Africa in miniature. French and English are the
official languages. Portuguese explorers reached the coast in the 16th century (1520) and named
the area “rio dos Cameroes” (Shrimp River). Cameroon became a German colony after the Berlin
Conference of 1884 and was named Kamerun. After World War I, the territory was divided
between France and Britain as League of Nations Mandates. The French-administered part and British
Cameroons merged in 1961. The country was renamed the Republic of Cameroon in 1984.
Host: James Nusrala
Music and Dance in West Africa

Thursday, February 6, 9:30

Music and dance play a vital role in everyday life and culture in West Africa. Amadou Fofana, a
native of Senegal and now Willamette University Associate Professor of French, will introduce
us to these cultural delights.
Host: Andrea Dailey
An Africa Cinema Classic: Black Girl, 1966

Thursday, February 13, 9:30

The African storyteller, known as a griot, preserves the genealogies and oral traditions of the tribe. The
Senegalese filmmaker and novelist Sembene Ousmane used cinema to create a new griot tradition for modern
times. Nabil Boudraa, OSU Associate Professor of French, shows Ousmane’s acclaimed film Black Girl (65
minutes) and explains its context and significance in African and world culture.
Host: Rich Wittrup
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Winter 2014

Continued

WEST AFRICA

Thursdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless date & time underlined
The Culture of Ghana

Thursday, February 20, 9:30

Hospitality and communal living are common themes that run through the Ghanaian culture. Fred
Atadana, a native of Ghana and a Ph.D. student in OSU’s Chemical Engineering Department, will
discuss how Ghanaians express both their hospitality through language and food and their communal
living values through dance and music. Childbirth and marriage rites in Ghana will also be presented.
Host: Rich Wittrup
Selling Ancestral Land: New Questions from the Urban Edge in Mali

Thursday, February 27, 9:30

When land policies in West Africa followed a worldwide trend in the 1990s of economic liberalization and
political decentralization, land that previously had never been sold attracted real estate development. Larry
Becker, OSU Professor of Geography, draws from fieldwork in a village outside Bamako, Mali, to show how the
recent land sale boom creates new opportunities and constraints that reflect social differentiation and effect a
landscape change.
Host: Rich Wittrup
Gala West African Dinner

Wednesday, March 5, No-Host Bar: 5:30 PM - Dinner at 6:00 PM

Soup: Roasted peanut with candied ginger
Main Course: Beef Bulgogi (barbecued beef with a
sweet soy, garlic, and sesame marinade)

Beverages: Ginger-lime beverage, ice
water, Allan Brothers regular and
decaf coffee, tea, hot chocolate, cider

Vegetarian Option: Bughar stuffed eggplant with
pistachio mint

No-host Bar: red and white wine, and
beer

Sides: Jollof Rice (tomatoes, onions, chili peppers,
and toasted coriander), ginger and coriander roasted
pumpkin, braised greens with black eyed peas and Location: CH2M Hill Alumni Center,
[Free campus parking after 5:00 PM]
okra
Dessert: Chin Chin with cinnamon Anglaise (sweet Cost: $22, including gratuity
donuts)

Submit Payment with Class Registration $

Burkina Faso and the Growing Urban-Rural Divide in West Africa

Thursday, March 6, 9:30

The past few decades have seen a widening gap between Africa’s rural and urban
societies in their access to resources and social amenities. Isidore Lobnibe, Western
Oregon University Associate Professor of Anthropology, will examine Burkina Faso,
sub-Saharan Africa’s largest cotton producer, as a perfect example of this divide. The
class includes a film about urbanization’s effects on rural populations, to showcase
problems brought about by globalization and neoliberalism in the subcontinent.
Host: Rich Wittrup
Done Waiting: When African States Fail to Deliver, Afripolitans Step in

Thursday, March 13, 9:30

International aid as we know it is changing. A compelling example is how West Africans in North America and
Europe are bringing desperately needed health resources to their communities of origin in Africa. Joyce Millen,
Associate Professor of Anthropology at Willamette University, will draw on her nearly 30 years of work and
research in West Africa to tell this uplifting story of solidarity, self-determination, and the democratization of
international aid.
Host: Andrea Dailey
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5. ARTS

WINTER 2014

Thursdays, 1:30 - 3:30 PM unless date & time underlined

Theme classes are designated with the

The Hero’s Journey: An Exploration through Art and Story

icon.

Thursday, January 9, 1:30

Carol Soth, local educator and artist, will examine The Hero’s Journey: Joseph Campbell on His Life & Work by Joseph
Campbell, a Professor at Sarah Lawrence College. In this book, Campbell outlines a pattern of narrative that appears in
drama, storytelling, myth, religious ritual, and psychological development. It describes the typical adventure of the
archetype known as The Hero, the person who goes out and achieves great deeds on behalf of the group, tribe, or
civilization. Soth has explored the Hero’s Journey through art and storytelling and will share her methods of helping adults
and at-risk youths explore their own Hero’s journey.
Host: Dorothy Louis
Women and Glass Art—From the Workshop to the Gallery

Thursday, January 16, 1:30

Bill Siebler, retired Linn-Benton Community College instructor/administrator, and his wife Jane have been collecting art for
over 30 years. Glass art has been their passion, with a focus on the contemporary glass movement in the Northwest. Bill
will discuss the roles women have played in the development of glass art from the beginning of the 20 th century to the
present day. He will give a visual presentation of work by many of the leading female artists, and bring a number of pieces
from their collection for display.
Host: Jim Noel
Wood Spalting and Apparel Art Designing Juxtaposed

Thursday, January 23, 1:30

This duo class opens with Sara (Seri) Robinson, OSU Assistant
Professor in the Department of Wood Science and Engineering,
elaborating on the art work of spalted wood, dating back to
15th-century Italy. To achieve the spalted or diseased appearance on
wood veneer, fungi are applied. Robinson’s works have been
displayed worldwide, with her next exhibit in Estonia.
The second presenter is Monine Stebbins, a local fiber artist who has been designing "Art to wear" for 15
years. She has developed a unique method of piecing felted wool to create multicolored designs on coats,
jackets, vests, and liturgical art. Monine’s distinctive banners have been commissioned by the First
Congregational Church and the Chintimini Chamber Music Festival. Her creations utilize silk, wool, and
Asian fabrics, which will be on display.
Host: Jane Ann Warkentin
Jazz: Defining the Indefinable

Thursday, January 30, 1:30

What makes jazz, denoted partially by a freeing of musical restraint, sound like jazz? Join pianist, author, and composer
Gary Ruppert, retired LBCC’s Dean of Instruction, for an exploration of this musical genre, plus converting a non jazzy
song into pure jazz. Elements of this early 20th-century polyrhythmic music will be heard through live performance, as well
as revered recordings. Ruppert’s class promises to be entertaining, informative, and perhaps challenge your perspective of
this truly American art form.
Host: Nancy Groesz
The Importance of Art in Our Lives: The Role of The Arts Center

Thursday, February 6, 1:30

Hester Coucke is the Curator of Exhibitions and Assistant Director of The Corvallis Arts Center.
She oversees the Main Gallery and the Corrine Woodman Gallery with the help of a communitybased Exhibition Committee, as well as managing the Artshop. The Arts Center is the area’s
leading non-profit organization for advancing the arts in Benton and Linn counties, and is the
home of the Linn-Benton Arts Council. The Art Center is dedicated to integrating the arts into
community life through dynamic collaborations, innovative outreach programs, diverse
exhibitions and cultural events, and creative educational opportunities.
Host: Susan Smyth Tucker
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Winter 2014

Continued

ARTS

Thursdays, 1:30 - 3:30 PM unless date & time underlined
Playing for the Freeway Philharmonic: A DVD Encore Performance

Thursday, February 13, 1:30

Lara Wickes originally gave this presentation, subtitled Life as a Freelance Musician, at an ALL Summer class in June
2013. Her father, ALL member Bill Wickes, will host this showing of a video recording of the session. Lara shares with us
the joys, pressures, and fears of a life where every day is different, and talk about how she manages marriage, motherhood,
and mundane matters, along with making beautiful music. We will learn about live performances, and about movie
soundtrack recording—where there are no rehearsals, film clips play in the background, and the composer might be revising
the score on the fly. Lara will also teach us about her peculiar specialty instruments, the oboe and the Theremin.
Host: Bill Wickes
Oregon Poet Laureate Shares “Anyone’s Domain: Everyday Life of Poetry”

Thursday, February 20, 1:30

Paulann Petersen was appointed as Oregon’s sixth poet laureate by Gov. Kulongoski for a two-year term
and renewed by Gov. Kitzhaber. She queries, “Is poetry the domain of just a few, and the realm of the
select, the elect?” Petersen resounds a fervent no! Poetry is as near and accessible as our own breath and
heartbeat. She will be reading an array of her penned poems and divulging duties as Oregon’s poet
laureate. Petersen will reveal the everyday life of poetry in locales ranging from the Caledonian Games in
Athena, to Ione’s one-building K-12 Community School. Please join her to find out the active life of
poetry in our state capitol’s legislative sessions and in the dedication of Oregon’s newest state park.
Host: Nancy Groesz
Visualize Yourself an Artist

Thursday, February 27, 1:30

Art is where you find it, stumble upon it by accident, or actively pursue it in galleries and museums. Art is both a learned
and innate skill, which anyone can and most do practice. Watercolorist, Judy Findley, tells of her journey in her chosen
medium, watercolor, and how she creates her vibrant paintings, and of ways that you may be inspired to create your unique
individual self.
Host: Dorothy Louis
Community Based Tai Chi: Moving for Better BalanceTM for Mature Adults

Wednesday, March 5, 9:30

Joe Martines, licensed massage therapist, has been teaching Tai Chi for over 19 years. Martines has been training with and
instructing Tai Chi: Moving for Better Balance with the Oregon Research Institute for over four years. This evidence-based
class helps people achieve better balance, from just sitting in a chair to free-standing Tai Chi. This class is tailored to the
specific needs of each student. There is a series of therapeutic exercises and mini movements developed by the Oregon
Research Institute. It is recommended that the student wears loose fitting clothing, soft shoes or slippers. Class size is
limited to twenty students.
Host: Susan Smyth Tucker
The Advent of Blogging

Thursday, March 6, 1:30

A blog is completely author-designed and author-edited, with user-friendly templates that are often
free of charge. Mina Carson, OSU Associate Professor of History, will share how she finally can
write about her favored disciplinary intersection of history and photography, minus running the
gauntlet of publisher’s readers, or staggering paper publication expense. With blogging, gone is
having to wade through the ego-destroying, endless, and arbitrary process of formal paper
publication. Carson’s presentation will be partly autobiographical and partly how to blog. You
may access her blog through www.historianslens.wordpress.com. To view Mina’s photographs,
link onto www.flickr.com/photos/minacarson/sets.
Host: Nancy Groesz
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CLASS SELECTION
WINTER 2014

YOUR COPY

Before sending in your registration form, take a moment and either make a copy of it
or use this page to note which classes you selected. You will then have a record of
your expressed intentions. Exceptional dates and times are in Bold print. If a
symbol is shown, the class/event is not at the First Congregational Church.
Please plan transportation accordingly. Disabilities, Hidden & Visible theme classes
are designated with the
icon.
1. Humanities
Tuesday, Jan. 7, 9:30-11:30: Fort Rock Revisited

Wednesday, Jan. 29, 9:30-11:30: Reframing Global Climate
Change Master Narratives
Wednesday, Feb. 5, 9:30-11:30: Radical Optimism

Tuesday, Jan. 14, 9:30-11:30: What’ll You Do When You
Can’t Do It Yourself?
Tuesday, Jan. 21, 9:30-11:30: A Window into the Daily
Life in India

Wednesday, Feb. 12, 9:30-11:30: Private Information Collection
and Constitutional Rights
Wednesday, Feb. 19, 9:30-11:30: 1:World (iPads for All)

Tuesday, Jan. 28, 9:30-11:30: Are You Ready For LTC?

Wednesday, Feb. 26, 9:30-11:30: Healing and Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder
Wednesday, March 12, 9:30-11:30: Environmental Racism

Tuesday, Feb. 4, 9:30-11:30: One Nation Underfed
Tuesday, Feb. 11, 9:30-11:30: Today’s Students:
Different or Worse?
Tuesday, Feb. 18, 9:30-11:30: Apple Growing Industry
Tuesday, Feb. 25, 9:30-11:30: Aging in Place

Thursday, March 13, 1:30-3:30: Life After Menopause

4. West Africa
Thursday, Jan.9, 9:30-11:30: Geography of West Africa

Tuesday, March 4, 9:30-11:30: Reflections on Illusion and
Reality
Tuesday, March 11, 9:30-11:30: Academy and Cold War
Politics

Thursday, Jan. 16, 9:30-11:30: West Africa’s Glorious Past
Thursday, Jan. 23, 9:30-11:30: Traces of the Trade
Thursday, Jan. 30, 9:30-11:30: Republic of Cameroon

2. Science

Thursday, Feb. 6, 9:30-11:30: Music and Dance in West Africa

Tuesday, Jan. 7, 1:30-3:30: Developing Antivirals

Thursday, Feb. 13, 9:30-11:30: Cinema Classic: Black Girl

Tuesday, Jan. 14, 1:30-3:30: Radiation Risk and
Regulations

Thursday, Feb. 20, 9:30-11:30: Culture of Ghana

Tuesday, Jan. 21, 1:30-3:30: The Global Water Situation

Thursday, Feb. 27, 9:30-11:30: Selling Ancestral Land

Tuesday, Jan. 28, 1:30-3:30: Oregon Climate: Past, Present,
and Future

Wednesday, March 5, 5:30: Gala West African Dinner

Tuesday, Feb. 4, 1:30-3:30: Science Strand Discussion

Thurs., March 13, 9:30-11:30: When African States Fail to Deliver

Tuesday, Feb. 11, 1:30-3:30: Honey Bees
Tuesday, Feb. 18, 1:30-3:30: The World Until Yesterday

$

Thursday, March 6, 9:30-11:30: Growing Urban-Rural Divide

5. Arts
Thursday, Jan. 9, 1:30-3:30: The Hero’s Journey—Carol Soth

Tuesday, Feb. 25, 1:30-3:30: What is the World Made
Of? Part 2

Thursday, Jan. 16, 1:30-3:30: Women and Glass Art

Tuesday, March 4, 1:30-3:30: OSU’s College of
Veterinary Medicine

Thursday, Jan. 23, 1:30-3:30: Wood Spalting and Apparel Art

Tuesday, March 11, 1:30-3:30: The New Normal

Thursday, Feb. 6, 1:30-3:30: The Role of The Arts Center

Thursday, Jan. 30, 1:30-3:30: Jazz: Defining the Indefinable

3. Issues & Ideas

Thursday, Feb. 13, 1:30-3:30: Playing for the Freeway Philharmonic

Wednesday, Jan. 8, 9:30-11:30: Safeguard Opportunities
for Future Generations
Wednesday, Jan 15 , 9:30-11:30: Gender Fluidity

Thursday, Feb. 27, 1:30-3:30: Visualize Yourself an Artist

Wednesday, Jan. 22, 9:30-11:30: Master Narratives &
Global Climate Change

Thursday, March 6, 1:30-3:30: Advent of Blogging

Thursday, Feb. 20, 1:30-3:30: Oregon Poet Laureate
Wednesday, March 5, 9:30-11:30: Tai Chi [20 Space Limit]
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Exceptional dates and times are in Bold print.

TUESDAY

AM Humanities
PM Science

WEDNESDAY

AM Issues & Ideas

WINTER 2014 CALENDAR
THURSDAY

AM West Africa
PM Arts

January 7

January 8

January 9

9:30-11:30 Fort Rock Revisited

9:30-11:30 Opportunities
for Future Generations

9:30-11:30 Geography of West
Africa
1:30-3:30 The Hero’s Journey—
Carol Soth

1:30-3:30 Developing Antivirals

January 14

January 15

January 16

9:30-11:30 What’ll You Do When
You Can’t Do It Yourself?
1:30-3:30 Radiation Risk and
Regulations

9:30-11:30 Gender Fluidity

9:30-11:30 West Africa’s Glorious
Past
1:30-3:30 Women and Glass Art

January 21

January 22

January 23

9:30-11:30 A Window into the
Daily Life in India
1:30-3:30 The Global Water
Situation

9:30-11:30 Master Narratives &
Global Climate Change

9:30-11:30 Traces of the Trade
1:30-3:30 Wood Spalting and
Apparel Art

January 28

January 29

January 30

9:30-11:30 Are You Ready
For LTC?
1:30-3:30 Oregon Climate:
Past, Present, and Future

9:30-11:30 Reframing Global
Climate Change Master Narratives

9:30-11:30 Republic of Cameroon
1:30-3:30 Jazz: Defining the
Indefinable

February 4

February 5

February 6

9:30-11:30 One Nation Underfed

9:30-11:30 Radical Optimism

9:30-11:30 Music and Dance in
West Africa
1:30-3:30 The Role of The Arts
Center

1:30-3:30 Science Strand
Discussion

February 11

February 12

February 13

9:30-11:30 Today’s Students:
Different or Worse?
1:30-3:30 Honey Bees

9:30-11:30 Private Information
Collection & Constitutional Rights

9:30-11:30 Cinema Classic:
Black Girl
1:30-3:30 Playing for the Freeway
Philharmonic

February 18

February 19
9:30-11:30 1:World (iPads for All)

9:30-11:30 Apple Growing
Industry
1:30-3:30 The World Until
Yesterday

OF SPECIAL NOTE

February 20
9:30-11:30 Culture of Ghana
1:30-3:30 Oregon Poet Laureate

February 25

February 26

February 27

1:30-3:30 Aging in Place

9:30-11:30 Healing and Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder

9:30-11:30 Selling Ancestral
Land
1:30-3:30 Visualize Yourself an
Artist

1:30-3:30 What is the World
Made Of? Part 2

March 4

March 5

March 6

9:30-11:30 Reflections on Illusion
and Reality
1:30-3:30 OSU’s College of
Veterinary Medicine

9:30-11:30 Tai Chi

9:30-11:30 Growing Urban-Rural
Divide
1:30-3:30 Advent of Blogging

5:30 PM: Gala Dinner [OSU]
$

March 11

March 12

March 13

9:30-11:30 Academy and Cold
War Politics
1:30-3:30 The New Normal

9:30-11:30 Environmental Racism

9:30-11:30 When African States
Fail to Deliver
1:30-3:30: Life After Menopause
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