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 WORLD CULTURES: MEXICO 
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“in partnership with  
Oregon State University” 

 Discover What’s New  

 Revisit the Familiar 

 Explore the Unfamiliar 

 Learn For the Sake of 
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 350± Members 

 Additional Information at: 



 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

WHAT IS ALL? 
The Academy for Lifelong Learning (ALL) was created in 2002 to provide ongoing learning opportunities for its members 
and has established a partnership with Oregon State University.  You do not need to be an OSU alumnus or retiree to 
be a member of ALL.  There are currently 150± two-hour presentations each year organized into three, ten-week terms.  
In addition to participating as students and occasionally as presenters, members also serve as volunteers on the Board of 
Directors, the Curriculum Committee, the Facilities Committee, or in other ways that are essential to the success of the 
organization.  Your involvement in ALL beyond being a student is welcomed and encouraged.  Please contact any 
member of the Board of Directors, Curriculum, or Facilities Committee for additional information.  Get ALL involved!  
Member socials (coffee/tea/cookies) are held periodically throughout each term after a class for people to visit and 
share ideas.  Dates and times are included in pre-class announcements.  

WHERE ARE THE CLASSES HELD? 
Most ALL classes are held in the Meeting Hall of the First  
Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, 4515 SW West Hills Rd.  The 
Church has ample parking behind the building.  It is the policy of ALL to  
provide an equal opportunity for people with diverse abilities to participate 
in ALL classes and events.  As a standard practice, ALL will hold the majority 
of its classes and events in a venue that is accessible by wheelchair and will  
provide a sound system and listening devices to help those with hearing  
limitations.  ALL will also attempt to provide other accommodations when 
needed by requesting other accommodations by calling or emailing ALL at 
least seven days before the class or event to provide time to make any  
necessary arrangements.  Occasionally classes may be held in locations that 
may not be able to accommodate persons with physical disabilities.   

HOW TO JOIN, PAY, AND REGISTER 
Membership in ALL is $100 per year.  You may attend as many or as few of the classes per year as you wish for a full year 
beginning with the term in which you join.  Additional fees may be charged to cover class materials, travel, meals, etc.  
ALL classes are a great deal compared to an average senior-discounted movie ticket at $9.50! 
Pay: You may pay your membership dues and event fees using your credit or debit card on our website 
(academyforlifelonglearning.org).  Click on the appropriate link to be taken to our secure payment processing system.  If 
you wish to make your payment by mail, enter the appropriate information on the Membership Registration Form 
(INSERT 1) and send it to our PO Box.  Your personal information will be handled with care. 
Register: We appreciate knowing which classes you plan to attend to help plan how many seats and handouts may be 
needed for each class.  You may register online by going to our website and clicking on the appropriate link to be taken 
to our online registration system.  If you wish to register by mail, just check the appropriate boxes on the Class Selection 
Form (INSERT 2) and send it to our PO Box, preferably before September 9th.  Those interested in joining ALL can attend 
two classes without charge. 
Special Note: ALL is registered as a cultural organization with the Oregon Cultural Trust.  If you match your donation to 
ALL, or any other participating cultural organization, with a donation to the Cultural Trust, you can claim a tax credit on 
your Oregon tax return—up to $500 for an individual or $1,000 for a couple.  Go to the Trust website for more 
information—www.culturaltrust.org.  

WHAT IS THE CLASS CANCELLATION POLICY? 

If the weather is questionable, members must evaluate their 
personal risk in attending class.   It should be noted that in icy 
conditions, the better approach to the Church is from 53rd 
Street.  If a class must be cancelled, ALL will notify members 
as soon as possible by sending an email message and by 
placing a cancellation message on the ALL phone answering 
system.  When in doubt, check your email or call  
541-737-9405 to listen to any announcements.  

HOW DO I CONTACT ALL?  
Address:  Academy for Lifelong Learning 
 PO Box 923 
 Corvallis, OR   97339 
Phone: 541-737-9405 and leave a message.  We will  
 return your call the next business day. 
E-mail: admin@academyforlifelonglearning.org 
Web:  academyforlifelonglearning.org 
 (includes the current class information) 
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Plant Biodiversity Tuesday, September 20, 9:30 
 

As plant varieties go extinct every day, researchers seek ways to preserve those that remain.  Sabry 
Elias, OSU Associate Professor, will share his personal ideas and perspectives about plant biodiversity, 
interactions between the origin and history of different species, biodiversity within and among species, 
plant breeding and genetics, crop improvement, seed quality and storability, alternatives to 
biodiversity, and more.  
Host: John Wolcott 
 

All Things in Moderation–an Exploration of the Pros and Cons of GMOs Wednesday, September 28, 1:30 
 

Russ Karow, OSU Professor Emeritus of Crop and Soil Science , will explore the differences among traditional plant 
breeding, marker-assisted plant breeding, and genetic modification.  Examples of GMOs for which there have been no 
societal objections will be  given, and the pros and cons of GMOs outlined.  
Host: John Wolcott 
 

Mental Health—Mental Illness:  How Can You Help? Tuesday, October 4, 9:30 
 

Mental health concerns are more common than most people realize.  Let’s talk about the reality versus 
stigma and scary media portrayals.  Learn what you can do and about resources in our community.  Join 
Hilary Harrison, advocate, National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Board member and Mental Health 
First Aid trainer, to explore this topic.  Bring your questions.  
Host: Dianne Farrell 
 

Models of the Sacred and Considerations of the Mystical  Tuesday, October 11, 9:30 
 

Are you stumped by the Sacred?  Muddled by the Mystical?  Riled about Religion?  Annoyed at alliterations?  Drawing on 
her years as Marcus Borg’s student, then 10 years as his assistant and co-teacher, Judy Ringle will examine models of the 
Sacred from atheism to panentheism and will consider mystical experience as explicated by William James.  It will be an 
interactive session, with a handout and a joke!  You will NOT be bored! 
Host: Marge Popp 
 

The Student Debt Crisis:  Causes and Consequences Wednesday,  October 12, 9:30 
 

Allison Hurst, OSU Associate Professor of Sociology, will present an overview of the changes in higher 
education costs and financing that have arguably led to a student debt crisis: Who are the deeply indebted 
students?  What are the likely future scenarios and responses? 
Host: Dianne Farrell 
 

Corvallis Public Education in the 21st Century Tuesday, October 18, 9:30 
 

One of the pressing priorities for the Corvallis School District is to close the opportunity gap.  As our 
community continues to become more diverse, it is critical that we meet the needs of each student.  
Come and learn from Ryan Noss, Corvallis Interim Superintendent, and Bill Kemper, School Board 
Member, about the ways Corvallis educators are focused on supporting each learner and using 
innovative practices to prepare students for work and life in the 21st century. 
Host: Bill Kemper 
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1. ISSUES & IDEAS FALL 2016 
Tuesdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless date & time underlined.  



 

 

 

Culture and Conflict: Lessons from China, the Middle East and Scandinavia      Tuesday, October 25, 9:30 
 

Our culture is individualist, goal-oriented, and impatient.  We see conflict as right vs. wrong and expect ‘right’ to win.  How 
do we fare in conflicts with the Chinese, who aspire to thrive a thousand years after the U.S. has worn itself out?  Or 
cultures where tyranny is better than one day of anarchy?  Or Scandinavia, where conflict is a call to mediate and improve 
conditions for all?  International mediator and facilitator Bob Ward asks what we can learn from other cultures—and why 
we must. 
Host: Bill Hohenboken 
 

Hanford: An American Triumph; An American Tragedy Tuesday, November 1, 9:30 
 

The Hanford Site in south central Washington was used from 1943 until the 1980s to 
make plutonium for America’s national defense and was the source of plutonium for 
the Nagasaki bomb.  Hanford is a study in contrasts—the site of one of the most 
astonishing engineering accomplishments in history and the worst environmental 
contamination in North America.  Parts of the site are pristine; others will be 
perpetually off limits to public access because of residual contamination.  Paul 
Shaffer, former Oregon Department of Energy Hanford Nuclear Waste Specialist, will 
provide an historical perspective on use of the site, the immense challenges of 
cleanup, and potential future uses of the site. 
Host: Bill Kemper 

 

Corvallis Mountain Rescue to the Rescue Tuesday, November 8, 9:30 
 

Todd Shechter, President of Corvallis Mountain Rescue Unit, will introduce search and rescue (SAR) in our region.  He will 
explain how SAR works in Oregon, who has responsibility for SAR, and how hundreds of volunteers come together day 
after day to save lives.  Photos and videos of missions and trainings will show how Corvallis Mountain Rescue Unit works.  
Shechter will also bring some equipment that the team uses often and show how they work together with it.  You might 
even get a ride in a rescue litter!  Lastly, Shechter will tell us how to stay safe while enjoying Oregon’s beautiful outdoors 
Host: Judy Ringle 
 

What’s Happening with Universal Health Care in Oregon? Tuesday, November 29, 9:30 
 

Twenty-five years of working toward health care coverage for everyone living and working in Oregon is 
bearing fruit.  Dr. Mike Huntington, a retired oncology radiologist, and panel members from Mid-Valley 
Health Care Advocates (MVHCA) and Health Care for All Oregon (HCAO) will bring us up to date on the 
progress being made in the state-wide effort to bring this long-desired dream and economic issue to 
fulfillment.  Come prepared to participate with your own thoughts and contributions on this subject. 
Host: Maxine Eckes 

Fall 2016 Continued   ISSUES & IDEAS 
 Tuesdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless date & time underlined 
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SPECIAL NOTE: ALL WEBSITE 
Over the past two years there have been significant changes made to the ALL website: 
www.acadamyforlifelonglearning.org.  While changes will continue to be made as needed, the most significant  
underlying structural changes have been completed (actually completed twice!).  Access to both current and archival  
information is readily available, as well as online payment capabilities to pay fees, register for classes, etc.  Take a look and 
browse the site.  Comments and suggestions are welcome.  As new information about ALL becomes available, e.g. videos, 
new SOCs, announcements, etc., it will be posted on the website.  The best way to improve the site is to address sugges-
tions from both ALL members and other interested parties, so feel free to make suggestions by email to 
admin@academyforlifelonglearning.org or fill out and submit the form on the website. 
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2. WORLD CULTURES: MEXICO FALL 2016 
Tuesdays, 1:30 - 3:30 PM unless date & time underlined. 

 

The Populations of Mexico/New Spain Tuesday, September 20, 1:30 
 

The population of what is now Mexico changed dramatically after contact with Europe and Africa began in the early 16th  
century.  However, Spaniards did not numerically dominate the population for hundreds of years.   Nicole von Germeten, 
OSU Professor of History, will expand upon this demographic background by discussing how indigenous and  
Afro-descended peoples continued to shape the history of New Spain well into the 19th century.  
Host: David Eiseman 
 

Mexicans in the U.S.:  Past, Present, and Future Tuesday, September 27, 1:30 
 

Coming from a poor village in Mexico to the U.S. at age 20 and surmounting challenges to acquire 
education and success, Mario Magaña Álvarez, OSU Extension Associate Professor and4-H State Outreach 
Specialist, will share something of his personal story.  He will discuss historical and present aspects of 
Mexican-U.S. relations, including the Mexican Revolution, the Bracero Program, and NAFTA in Mexico.  
Álvarez will also consider why people immigrate and current issues affecting Mexicans living in the U.S. 

and Mexico.  Finally he will offer statistics that will help explain what the U.S. population could become by 2050. 
Host: David Eiseman 
 

Written on the Body: Neoliberalism Meets Neofeudalism in Mexico’s Narco War Tuesday, October 4, 1:30 
 

University of Oregon Professor of Latin American Studies Pedro Garcia-Caro will review the role of art and literature 
(including poetry, drama, and essays) in the debates over political agency in contemporary Mexico including undermined 
citizenship, corporal punishment and retribution, and widespread impunity in the face of increased violence.  He has 
studied the emergence of beheadings, along with clan tattoos, and other bodily expressions both of belonging as well as of 
public punishment.  One of the art installations he will share is Margolles’s film for the Venice Biennial, What Else Could 
We Talk About? Perhaps provoking the audience into feelings of abjection and sympathy.   
Host: Jim Nusrala 
 

Faces and Stories: A Mexican Mosaic Tuesday, October 11, 1:30 
 

Corvallis photographer Dick Keis has travelled widely in Mexico, six months a year for the past six years. Keis is working on 
a book about occupations in Oaxaca.  His scenes combine sketches by his late wife, Marie Le Glatin Keis, and photographs 
that focus on the lives and stories of extraordinary people whom they encountered while living in Tlaxcala and Oaxaca: 
midwives, blacksmiths, weavers, potters, and other artesanos who so generously shared their lives and work. 
Host: Rich Wittrup 
 

Life from Death in Pre-Contact Mexico Wednesday, October 12, 1:30 
 

Human sacrifice was the most infamous religious ritual of the Aztecs and other pre-contact 
Mesoamericans.  Spaniards who invaded Mexico in the early 16th century saw the practice as 
“diabolical,” and their viewpoint continues to color most people’s ideas about it to this day.   Robert 
Haskett, University of Oregon Professor of History, will help us understand the indigenous peoples’ 
perspective and how their deep-rooted beliefs later complicated efforts of the Spanish Catholic clergy.  
Hosts: Rich Wittrup 
 
A Social Genre: 20th Century Mexican Mural Painting and Its Influence Tuesday, October 25, 1:30 
 

Socially engaged mural painting flourished in 20th century Mexico; notable masters include Rufino Tamayo, José Clemente 
Orozco, Diego Rivera, and David Alfaro Siqueiros. Michael Freeman, Associate Professor of Art History at Western Oregon 
University, will discuss the muralists’ work, its relationship to the political climate of the Mexican Revolution in the early 
part of the 20th century, and its influence on artists outside Mexico. 
Host: Andrea Dailey 



 

 

Fall 2016 Continued   WORLD CULTURES: MEXICO 
 Tuesdays, 1:30 - 3:30 PM unless date & time underlined 

 

Transborder Lives: Understanding Mexico through Binational Families Tuesday, November 1, 1:30 
 

There will be a showing of the film Sad Happiness: Cinthya’s Transborder Journey.  The film explores the differential rights 
that U.S. citizen children and their undocumented parents have through the story of one extended Zapotec family.  Shot in 
Oregon and Oaxaca, Mexico and narrated by eleven-year old Cinthya, the film follows Cinthya’s trip with her godmother, 
anthropologist Lynn Stephen, to her parent’s home community of Teotitlán del Valle.  Cinthya’s story illuminates the 
desires and struggles of the millions of families divided between the U.S. and other countries where children are mobile 
citizens and parents cannot leave.  Lynn Stephen is Professor of Anthropology and Director of Center for Latino and Latin 
American Studies at the University of Oregon. 
Host: Jim Nusrala 
 

Gala Mexican Dinner Wednesday, November 2, 5:30 

 

Scenes of the Mexican Riviera & Pre-Columbian Ruins Tuesday, November 8, 1:30 
 

Cruise to six towns along the Mexican Riviera, visit two museums in Mexico City, and tour pre-Columbian ruins in Monte 
Alban and Mitla (which are outside Oaxaca) with ALL members Keith Dunlap and Jim Nusrala.  They will show photos of 
their wide-ranging travels in Mexico and tell us the stories behind them. 
Host: Rich Wittrup 
 

Mexico as Inspiration: Musings from a Composer/Author Tuesday, November 15, 1:30 
 

Composer and author Mike Curtis landed his first professional job as bassoonist with the Mexico State Symphony.  Since 
then he has returned like a swallow to Mexico, inspiring him to write compositions and books.  Mike describes the process 
of absorbing Mexico’s culture, personalizing it, and creating a unique amalgam. 
Host: David Eiseman 
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Soup: Sopa de Frijol with Huitiachoche  (bean 
soup with corn truffle) 

Main Course:  Beef Birria  (beef stew) with Chile 
Relleno con Papa y Queso (chile relleno with 
potato and cheese) served with house-made 
tortillas  

Vegetarian Option:  Tofu Birria (Tofu stew) y 
Chile Relleno con Papa y Queso served with 
house-made tortillas, Jamaica water with lime 
and mint 

Dessert:  Flan with bunuelos (fritters) 
Gluten-free/Vegan Dessert option: 

mango sorbet with Bunuelos (fritters) 
Beverages:  ice water, regular and decaf 

coffee, tea, hot chocolate, and apple 
cider packets 

No-host Bar:  wine, beer, hard cider, 
mixed nuts 

Location: CH2M Hill Alumni Center, [Free campus parking after 5:00 PM] 
 

Cost:   $26, including gratuity [Submit Payment with Class Registration $] 



 

 

 

Wonder Year: One Man’s Quest to Find the Extraordinary in the Ordinary  Tuesday, September 27, 9:30 
 

Fed up with a media-fueled culture that idolizes the shallow offerings of the rich and famous, Eugene columnist, author 
and former University of Oregon journalism adjunct professor Bob Welch is spending one calendar year—2016—
chronicling the far deeper inspiration he finds in people he encounters in his everyday life. From his overweight barber 
who suddenly decides to hike the Pacific Crest Trail to one of Korea’s first war orphans who sells him his hot chocolate at 
Dari-Mart to dozens of others, Welch proves that there’s wonder in our midst—if we’ll only stop to notice. 
Host: Karen Crane 
 

Describe That Nudibranch, Please Wednesday, September 28, 9:30 
 

How are artistic talents used to produce scientifically accurate artwork?  Kristine Kirkeby was part of the recent Tidal 
Waters Illuminated Exhibit at the Newport Maritime Heritage Museum.  She’ll explain how she renders images of very 
small creatures into a larger works of art.   She will show her work through a wide range of subject matter and include 
exercises demonstrating the value of producing informative images for use by scientists and the public. 
Host: Jane Anne Warkentin 
 

Making Art From Broken Pieces Wednesday, October 5, 9:30 
 

Lyn Radosevich, local mosaic teacher and artist, will bring her many talents to a presentation on the 
mosaic process through the use of visuals, demonstrations, and hands-on play.  Often seen as a 
metaphor for life, mosaic work makes a thing of beauty out of broken pieces including tile, glass, 
copper tubing, and broken bits of china and pottery. 
Host: Sue Shumway 
 

Building the Public Library's Collection Wednesday, October 19, 1:30 
 

How does the library decide which books, CDs, and DVDs to buy?  Join Corvallis-Benton 
County Public Library librarians Carrie Ottow and Bonnie Brzozowski for a discussion of how 
selectors build the library’s collections, the philosophy behind their choices, and the tools 
used to select materials.  They will discuss the difficulties of keeping up with popular 
demand, meeting the needs of a diverse community, and banned and challenged books.  
Unusual books in the collection will be highlighted, as well as giving a preview of new fall 
books. 
Host: Sue Shumway 
 

Oregon’s Botanical Landscape: Evolution of an Art Practice Wednesday, October 26, 9:30 
 

How do you come to know what you were meant to be?  Corvallis botanist, artist, and author Frances Stilwell will explore 
the many influences that have guided her eclectic career.  Her 2014 book, Oregon’s Botanical Landscape: An Opportunity 
to Imagine Oregon Before 1800, will be the focus of her discussion as she talks about growing up in a family of renowned 
landscape painters and outdoor enthusiasts.  The book features paintings of many types of native Oregon flora in their 
natural settings.  She will also discuss the influence of animal behaviorist and Nobel laureate Nikko Tinbergen on her life 
and art. 
Host: Karen Crane 
 

Transformations, Journeys Wednesday, November 2, 9:30 
 

Photography presents the fundamental processes of transforming external three-dimensional reality onto paper.  Gary 
Tepfer, Eugene professional photographer, combines the permanence of mountains, plains, and the water that shapes 
them with the ephemerality of light, texture and color. 
Host: Jane Anne Warkentin 
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3. ARTS FALL 2016 
Wednesdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless date & time underlined. 
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Fall 2016 Continued   ARTS 
 Wednesdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless date & time underlined 

Bach’s Cantatas:  Essence, Meaning and Context Wednesday, November 9, 9:30 
 

J.S. Bach’s Orthodox Lutheran church cantatas inhabit the core of his work as they encapsulate his deep and sincere 
religiosity while recasting previously composed music, sacred and secular, instrumental and vocal.  In like manner, in 
consort with the tenor of his time Bach saw the very substance of music constitutes a religious reality, that the more 
perfectly the task of composition and performance is realized, the more God is imminent in music.  Yet his music continues 
to maintain its universal appeal regardless of one’s religious stance.  David Eiseman, OSU Professor Emeritus of Music, will 
survey the context of Bach’s life and times—highlighted by representative examples drawn from the immense variety of 
approaches and expression he exhibits in his cantatas— as they absorb the genres, styles and forms of his time.  

Host: Karen Crane 
 

Use It or Lose It: Improvisation Rewires Neural Pathways Wednesday, November 16, 9:30 
 

Many scientists believe an increase in complexity of neuronal synapses make the brain more resistant to the effects of 
dementia. New neural pathways are created when we learn something new or disrupt habitual thinking patterns. Join 
local theatrical artist and teacher Jean Bonifas, M.A., in an educational and interactive presentation of some of the "low 
impact" activities improvisational artists use that can actually increase mental acuity and create new neuronal 
connections.  Laughter abounds!   
Host: Sue Shumway 

The Academy for Lifelong Learning is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation.  While annual membership dues and various event 
fees are not tax deductible, donations to ALL—over and above dues—are tax deductible.  Your donations support three 
funds: 

 The Membership Assistance Fund provides a limited number of grants to ALL members who need financial  
assistance to pay their annual membership dues. 

 The Scholarship Fund provides one or two $1,000 scholarships to undergraduate OSU students who exhibit  
financial need and who are working toward a career that will promote lifelong learning opportunities. 

 The Operations Fund provides extra support for ALL in its mission of providing ongoing educational opportunities to all 
of its members. 

To make a donation online, click on Donate Now under the Make a Donation tab on the ALL website; you will be  
connected to the ALL secure donation processing system.  Donations can also be made by mail using the Membership  
Registration Form (Insert 1).  All donations to these funds are tax deductible as allowed by law.  As noted on page 2, ALL is  
registered as a cultural organization with the Oregon Cultural Trust.   

MAKE A DONATION TO ALL 



 

 

4. HUMANITIES  FALL 2016 
Thursdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless date & time underlined. 

 

The Mexican War:  Manifest Destiny and the United States  Thursday, September 22, 9:30 
 

Cliff Trow, OSU Professor Emeritus of History, will discuss the U.S. war against Mexico (1846-48) after 
presenting DVDs describing and addressing the war and its consequences.  There will be time for class 
discussion of this controversial war. 
Host: Cliff Trow 
 

The County Supremacy Movement: Echoes of the Malheur Refuge Standoff Thursday, September 29, 9:30 
 

The 2016 occupation of the Malheur Wildlife Refuge gained national media attention.  But the 
advocacies and the issues that led to the standoff may not be well understood by the public.  Steven 
Shay, OSU Instructor of History, will share his understanding of the county supremacy movement and 
the role that militias have in it.   
Host: Roger Blaine 
 

Beyond Religious Fundamentalism Thursday, October 13, 9:30 
 

Religious fundamentalism, whether Moslem or Jewish, Christian or Mormon, has an influence in 
politics and culture beyond the number of its adherents.  Jim Gau will examine the dynamics of 
religious fundamentalism and the dynamics of the move beyond fundamentalism which tend to the 
mythic and universal.  After serving in ministry for many years, Gau earned a Ph.D. in Religion and 
Personality and has had a practice in pastoral counseling and marriage and family therapy.  
Host: Megha Shyam 
 

Consequential Ballot Measures  Thursday, October 20, 9:30 
 

In November 2016, Oregon voters will decide whether or not to approve initiatives and referendums as Oregon 
law.  Chuck Sheketoff, Executive Director of the Oregon Center for Public Policy, will evaluate the more 
consequential of these proposals and assess their effects on the economic and social opportunities of Oregonians.   
Host: Cliff Trow 
 

Peace Corps: Answers for Both the Curious and Those Considering Joining Thursday, October 27, 9:30  
 

Scot Roskelley, regional recruiter for Peace Corps, will discuss the current work of Peace 
Corps volunteers, opportunities for older adults, and considerations in deciding whether 
a Peace Corps opportunity might be your next adventure.  Learn who’s joining, what 
skills are needed, how locations are selected, and what you need to know before you or 
someone you know might join.  
Host: Bonnie Napier 
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Fall 2016 Continued   HUMANITIES 
 Thursdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM unless date & time underlined 

 

Drones and Their Use in Forestry and Agriculture  Thursday, Nov. 3, 9:30  
 

Drones are commonly thought of as toys or a nuisance to aviation.  But drones are quickly becoming the work horses of 
business and agriculture.  Michael Wing, OSU Associate Professor of Forest Engineering, will share how he and others are 
using drones in the service of Oregon’s forestry and agriculture. 
Host: Roger Blaine 
 

Look Beyond Face Value: The Psychology of Disability and Communication Wednesday, November 9, 1:30  
 

One out of five people will develop a disability in their lifetime. More than 200,000 Americans per year have facial 
movement disability.  Kathleen Bogart (herself a person with facial paralysis) Assistant Professor of Psychology and 
Director of the Disability and Social Interaction Lab at OSU, will discuss social prejudice towards disability—or ableism. She 
will focus on facial movement disorders that affect facial expression.  As many facial expressions are universally 
communicated across all cultures, people with facial paralysis are frequently misunderstood.  We’ll also learn how 
ableism can be overcome. 
Host: Dick Weinman 
 

Women’s Suffrage Movement Outside the United States Thursday, November 17, 9:30  
 

Most people in the U.S. are familiar with the Women’s Suffrage movement.  However the roots of this movement were 
flourishing in England and Europe at least 20 years earlier.  Through a PowerPoint presentation and short video clips, ALL 
Member, Megha Shyam, will bring you up to date on the efforts abroad.  He will also show an hour-long documentary 
produced by the BBC to fill in many details.  
Host: Megha Shyam 
 

Familiar Strangers: Chinese Muslims Thursday, December 1, 9:30  
 

There are Muslims in China?  Indeed there are, in a bewildering number of places and varieties.  Jonathan Lipman, 
Professor Emeritus of History and Asian Studies, Mount Holyoke College, South Hadley, Massachusetts, will present some 
of that diversity and introduce the history and present conditions of the 10+ million people who are both Chinese by 
language and culture and Muslim by religious heritage.  How and when did they come to live there?  How have they 
coexisted with their overwhelmingly numerous non-Muslim neighbors?  How have they been connected to Muslims both 
internal and external to China, including the Turkic-speaking Muslims who live in far northwestern China?  How do they 
deal with an increasingly intrusive, overtly atheistic, and potentially hostile government?   
Host: Cliff Trow 
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PUBLICATIONS UPDATE 
The ALL Schedule of Classes (SOC) has a few changes.  In the past, copies of the SOC were distributed in many 
venues in Corvallis and Albany in an attempt to spread the word about ALL.  The cost of this distribution 
seemed excessive.   This term ALL is trying out something different and will print extra single-sheet copies of the 
front cover and the inside back cover.  Most of the relevant information about ALL and the current term’s class 
offerings are contained on this single sheet.  The full class descriptions and additional ALL information will  
continue to be available in the printed copy mailed to all members and interested parties, in the ALL classroom, 
and mailed on request, as well as on the ALL website.  Venues in Corvallis and Albany will now only receive this 
abridged version of the SOC.  Any comments and suggestions are welcome.    
Publicity for ALL is often done by word of mouth.  A member tells a friend or neighbor.  ALL is often mentioned 
as a  possible activity for newcomers to Corvallis or new retirees.  While the Schedule of Classes has often been 
passed along, there has been a need for a document that provides the key reference information.  ALL has 
printed a bookmark for this purpose, and they will be available in the ALL classroom or on request—so pick up 
some bookmarks and pass the word about ALL.   



 

 

5. SCIENCE FALL 2016 
Thursdays, 1:30 - 3:30 PM unless date & time underlined 
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Commercializing Science and Technology in Oregon (including Corvallis) Thursday, September 22, 1:30 
 

Skip Rung will describe 12 years of his experience and learnings in the field of “innovation-based economic development.” 
He is President and Executive Director of the Oregon Nanoscience and Microtechnologies Institute (ONAMI), as an active 
angel investor primarily interested in science and technology companies, and as an Advisory Committee member for the 
NSF Small Business Innovation Research / Small Business Technology Transfer (SBIR/STTR) programs.  Topics covered will 
include the ONAMI funding process and company portfolio, university technology transfer and commercialization, and 
early stage investing—what entrepreneurs and investors should know. 
Host: Bill Wickes 
 

Monsters:  The Biology of What Isn’t Thursday, September 29, 1:30 
 

Scientists are in the business of explaining what exists and how things work—i.e. “why things are”—and 
it is that perspective students routinely encounter in the classroom.  An alternative view is to ask “why 
things aren’t”, and the human mind has produced a virtual universe of things of which to ask that 
question.  From vampires to Godzilla, Doug Warrick, OSU Associate Professor of  Integrative Biology, will 
use biological and physical laws to critically and rigorously assess monsters from literature, television 
and film, and ask of them, “Why is there no such thing under my bed, or anywhere else?”  
Host: Tom Savage 

 

Eagles of Oregon Thursday, October 6, 1:30 
 

North America is home to two species of eagles, the bald eagle, which is our national symbol and 
the golden eagle that is on Mexico’s flag.  Populations of both species were at historical lows in the 
mid-20th century, when protective measures were introduced.  Since then, Oregon’s bald eagle 
population has increased substantially and golden eagles seem to be stable or increasing.  Frank 
Isaacs, retired Senior Faculty Research Assistant in the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife at OSU 
and co-founder of the Oregon Eagle Foundation, has conducted long-term research on both 
species in Oregon.  He will introduce us to our eagles and will provide the latest results of research 
on the nesting populations in the state. 
Host: Len Maki 
 

Current Status of NuScale Nuclear Power Thursday, October 13, 1:30 
 

New nuclear plants are necessary to lessen the world’s dependence on fossil fuels, to meet the needs of both developed 
and expanding economies, and to slow the amount of CO2 emitted into our environment.  NuScale is a Corvallis company 
that has developed a clean, reliable, carbon-free Small Modular Reactor.  It has the smallest environmental footprint of 
the technologies available today generating electricity.  Matthew Mallet, Engineering Manager, will describe the unique 
features of this inherently safe reactor. 
Host: Len Maki 
 

Headache Treatment Update—Practical Approach Tuesday, October 18, 1:30 
 

Migraine is a very common and disabling illness. Neurologist Sydney Piercey, M.D., will focus on 
choosing a therapeutic approach best suited for each individual patient—taking into consideration 
the patient’s history, lifestyle, other medical conditions, and individual preferences.  Her slogan: 
“Together we can unleash the cure!” 
Host: Ron Coffey 

 



 

 

Fall 2016 Continued   SCIENCE 
 Thursdays, 1:30 - 3:30 PM unless date & time underlined 

Seniors and Drug Safety Thursday, October 20, 1:30 
 

Mark Miller, founder and Director of the state-wide University of Oregon Drug Information Center 
for 15 years, will provide information on how to prevent mortality and morbidity from seniors’ 
extensive use of medications.  Miller has provided thousands of presentations over the last 40 years 
that provide Drug Consumer Safety rules, that allow informed and responsible decisions about 
medications and increase communication between patients and health care providers.  
Host: Tom Savage 
 

Medical Diagnostic and Treatment Processes Involving Nuclear Science Thursday, October 27, 1:30 
 

Nuclear science has brought us many non-surgical medical diagnosis and treatment options, from x-ray 
imaging and radium treatments in the early 1900s to today’s magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), 
computed tomography (CT) scans, dynamic studies with radioactive tracers, radioisotope-guided surgery, 
and radiation oncology.  Ken Krane (OSU Emeritus Professor of Physics, nuclear scientist, and occasional 
patient) will discuss these processes, give examples of their use in diagnoses and treatment, and discuss 
radiation safety and exposure limits. 
Host: Bill Wickes 
 

The Biological Realities and Constructions of Race Thursday, November 3, 1:30 
 

Are human “races” real?  This question means different things to different people.  Even people who 
agree on all the facts in this case may come to different conclusions if they don’t agree on what the 
question actually means.  OSU Philosophy Professor Jonathan Kaplan will discuss and distinguish a 
number of different interpretations of the claim “races are real” (or, alternatively, that “races are not 
real”) and suggest how we should respond in each instance, given our best contemporary evidence. 
Host: Bill Wickes 
 

Coral Reefs in Peril Thursday, November 17, 1:30 
 

Traditional ecological and modern molecular methods are used to determine the causes and 
culprits of marine animal diseases.  Rebecca Vega-Thurber, OSU Assistant Professor of 
Microbiology, explores the effects of pollution, climate change, and overfishing on the 
bacteria and viruses associated with marine invertebrates and vertebrates from both the 
tropics and Oregon coastal areas.  She has shown that nutrient pollution is a primary 
contributor to diseases of coral, and seawater temperature changes also influence the 
diseases of this important reef building animal.    
Host: Ron Coffey 
 

Hands, Our Tools for a Lifetime, Tips to Improve Hand Health for Living Thursday, December 1, 1:30 
 

Our hands tell our story, they reflect who we are, what we have done, and convey 
information about our possible future.  Julianne Howell, PT, MS, CHT will describe her care 
of surgery patients of Dr. Luis Vela of the Samaritan Orthopedics Clinic.  Her interactive 
session will provide insight into what you can do to keep your hands healthy, identify 
common hand disorders with treatment strategies, incorporating self-help, tools and the 
latest techniques and technology.  
Host: Ron Coffey 
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CLASS SELECTION  YOUR COPY 
FALL 2016 
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Before sending in your registration form, take a moment and either make a copy of it or use this page to 
note which classes you selected.  You will then have a record of your expressed intentions.   
Exceptional dates and times are in Bold print.  If a                  symbol is shown, the class/event is not at the 
First Congregational Church.  Please plan transportation accordingly.  Registration can be done online on 
the ALL website [www.academyforlifelonglearning.org] or by mail.   

1.Issues & Ideas 

Tuesday, Oct. 25, 9:30-11:30: Culture and Conflict 

Tuesday, Sept. 20, 9:30-11:30: Plant Biodiversity 

Tuesday, Oct. 18, 9:30-11:30: Corvallis Public Education  

Wednesday, Oct. 12, 9:30-11:30: Student Debt Crisis 

Tuesday, Oct. 11, 9:30-11:30: Models of the Sacred and 
 Considerations of the Mystical  

Tuesday, Nov. 1, 9:30-11:30: Hanford: Triumph & Tragedy 

Tuesday, Nov. 29, 9:30-11:30: Universal Health Care in 
 Oregon 

Tuesday, Oct. 4, 9:30-11:30 Mental Health–Mental 
 Illness: How To Help? 

Wed., Sept. 28, 1:30-3:30: Exploration of the Pros and 
 Cons of GMOs 

Tuesday, Nov. 8, 9:30-11:30: Corvallis Mountain Rescue  

4. Humanities 

Thursday, Sept. 29, 9:30-11:30: County Supremacy Movement  

Thursday, Oct. 13, 9:30-11:30: Beyond Religious 
 Fundamentalism 

Thursday, Oct. 27, 9:30-11:30: Peace Corps 

Thursday, Oct.  20, 9:30-11:30: Consequential Ballot 
 Measures 

Thursday, Nov. 3, 9:30-11:30: Drones and Their Use in 
 Agriculture  

Wednesday, Nov.  9, 1:30-3:30: Psychology of Disability and 
 Communication 

Thursday, Sept. 22, 9:30-11:30: The Mexican War 

Thursday, Nov. 17, 9:30-11:30: Women's Suffrage Movement  

Thursday, Dec. 1, 9:30-11:30: Familiar Strangers: Chinese Muslims 

Wed., Oct. 26, 9:30-11:30: Oregon’s Botanical Landscape 

Wednesday, Nov.  2, 9:30-11:30: Transformations, Journeys 

Wednesday, Nov. 9, 9:30-11:30: Bach’s Cantatas 

Wednesday, Nov. 16, 9:30-11:30: Improvisation Rewires 
 Neural Pathways 

3. Arts 

Tue., Sept. 27, 9:30-11:30: Welch: Extraordinary/Ordinary  

Wed., Sept. 28, 9:30-11:30: Describe That Nudibranch 

Wed., Oct. 5, 9:30-11:30: Art From Broken Pieces 

Wed., Oct. 19, 1:30-3:30: Public Library's Collection 

Tuesday, Oct. 11, 1:30-3:30: Faces and Stories: A 
 Mexican Mosaic 

Tuesday, Sept. 20, 1:30-3:30:  Populations of Mexico/
 New Spain 

Tuesday, Nov. 8, 1:30-3:30: Travels in Mexico  

Tuesday, Sept. 27, 1:30-3:30: Mexicans in the U.S. 

Tuesday, Nov. 1, 1:30-3:30: Transborder Lives 

Tuesday, Nov. 15, 1:30-3:30: Musings from a Composer/
 Author 

Tuesday, Oct. 4, 1:30-3:30: Mexico's Narco War 

Wed., Oct. 12, 1:30-3:30: Life from Death in Pre-Contact 
 Mexico 

Tuesday, Oct. 25, 1:30-3:30: Mexican Mural Painting  

Wednesday, Nov. 2, 5:30: Gala Mexican Dinner $ 
Thursday, Oct. 13, 1:30-3:30: NuScale Nuclear Power 

Thursday, Sept. 22, 1:30-3:30: Commercializing Science and 
 Technology in Oregon  

Thursday, Oct.  27, 1:30-3:30: Medical Diagnostic & Treatment 
 Processes Involving Nuclear Science 

Thursday, Nov. 3, 1:30-3:30: Biological Realities and Constructions 
 of Race 

Tuesday, Oct. 18, 1:30-3:30: Headache Treatment Update 

Thursday, Nov.  17, 1:30-3:30: Coral Reefs in Peril 

Thursday, Sept. 29, 1:30-3:30: Monsters: The Biology of What 
 Isn’t 

Thursday,  Oct.  6, 1:30-3:30: Eagles of Oregon 

Thursday, Dec. 1, 1:30-3:30: Improve Hand Health for Living 

Thursday, Oct.  20, 1:30-3:30: Seniors and Drug Safety 



 

 

LOOK FOR  
WINTER  

SCHEDULE OF 
CLASSES 

FALL 2016 CALENDAR  
WEDNESDAY 

AM Arts 
 

THURSDAY 
AM Humanities 
PM Science 

TUESDAY 
AM Issues & Ideas 
PM Mexico  

Exceptional dates and times are in Bold print. 

September 20 
9:30-11:30 Plant Biodiversity 
 
1:30-3:30 Populations of  

Mexico/New Spain 

September 21 
 
 
 

September 22 
9:30-11:30 The Mexican War 

 
1:30-3:30 Commercializing  

Science & Technology...Oregon  

September 27 
9:30-11:30 Welch:  

Extraordinary/Ordinary  
1:30-3:30 Mexicans in the U.S. 

September 28 
9:30-11:30 Describe That  

Nudibranch 
1:30-3:30 Exploration of the Pros 

and Cons of GMOs 

September 29 
9:30-11:30 County Supremacy 

Movement  
1:30-3:30 Monsters: The Biology 

of What Isn’t 

October 4 
9:30-11:30 Mental Health–

Mental Illness: How To Help? 
1:30-3:30 Mexico's Narco War 

October 5 
9:30-11:30 Art From Broken 

Pieces 
 

October 6 
 

 
1:30-3:30 Eagles of Oregon 

October 11 
9:30-11:30 Models of Sacred & 

 Considerations of the Mystical  
1:30-3:30 Faces and Stories: A 

Mexican Mosaic 

October 12 
9:30-11:30 Student Debt Crisis 
 
1:30-3:30 Life from Death in  

Pre-Contact Mexico 

October 13 
9:30-11:30 Beyond Religious  

Fundamentalism 
1:30-3:30 NuScale Nuclear Power 

October 18 
9:30-11:30 Corvallis Public  

Education  
1:30-3:30 Headache Treatment 

Update 

October 19 
 
 
1:30-3:30 Public Library's  

Collection 

October 20 
9:30-11:30 Consequential Ballot 

Measures 
1:30-3:30 Seniors & Drug Safety 

October 25 
9:30-11:30 Culture and Conflict 
 
1:30-3:30 Mexican Mural  

Painting  

October 26 
9:30-11:30 Oregon’s Botanical 

Landscape 
Noon-1:30 New Member  

Luncheon 

October 27 
9:30-11:30 Peace Corps 
 
1:30-3:30 Medical Diagnostic & 

Treatment ... Nuclear Science 

November 1 
9:30-11:30 Hanford: Triumph & 

Tragedy 
1:30-3:30 Transborder Lives 

November 2 

9:30-11:30 Transformations,  
Journeys 

5:30: Gala Mexican Dinner $ 

November 3 
9:30-11:30 Drones and Their Use 

in Agriculture  
1:30-3:30 Biological Realities and 

Constructions of Race 

November 8 
9:30-11:30 Corvallis Mountain 

Rescue  
1:30-3:30 Travels in Mexico  

November 9 
9:30-11:30 Bach’s Cantatas 
 
1:30-3:30 Psychology of  

Disability & Communication 

November 10 
 

November 15 
 
 
1:30-3:30 Musings from a  

Composer/ Author 

November 16 
9:30-11:30 Improvisation Rewires 

 Neural Pathways 
 

November 17 
9:30-11:30 Women's Suffrage 

Movement  
1:30-3:30 Coral Reefs in Peril 

 

November 29 

9:30-11:30 Universal Health Care 
in Oregon  

 

November 30 
 

December 1 
9:30-11:30 Familiar Strangers: 

Chinese Muslims 
1:30-3:30: Improving Hand Health 

for Living 

WINTER CLASSES 
START WEEK OF  

JANUARY 2ND 

OF SPECIAL NOTE 

NO MORNING CLASS 

NO MORNING CLASS 

NO MORNING CLASS 

NO MORNING CLASS 

NO MORNING CLASS 

NO AFTERNOON CLASS 

NO AFTERNOON CLASS 

NO MORNING CLASS 
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